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                                                                             June 22, 2010 

“We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church, seeking to live Jesus’ vision of community and mission.” 

 

Pie & Lemonade—July 4 
 

Join us following worship on Sunday, July 4 for our annual ñPie & Lemonadeò fellowship 

hour.  Pie, ice cream & lemonade will be provided for all to enjoy.  A multi-generational 

kickball game will occur during pie time ï all are invited to play or watch! 

 

 
Outdoor Worship Service  

and Potluck Picnic—August 1 
 

Celebrate the joys of summer by attending our outdoor worship service on Sunday, 

August 1.  Chair seating and shade will be provided as we gather outside the atrium 

entrance.  Bring your picnic blankets for optional seating, parasols for personal shade, and 

your favorite hat.  Communion will be offered along with special musical performances. 

 

Following the service, please join us for our potluck picnic.  Please bring a main dish, side 

dish/salad, or dessert to shareðany donation will be enjoyed by many!  Beverages (coffee, 

tea, lemonade, and juice) and utensils will be provided, as well as seating inside and out.  

(Possible kickball game following the potlucké) 

 

Please sign up on the easel in the atrium lobby (in mid-July) if you are able to provide 

some extra help with worship setup (9-9:45 a.m.), luncheon prep/setup (9-9:45 a.m.), 

luncheon assistance (11 a.m.-12 noon), or cleanup (following lunch).  Or you can call the 

church office (541-345-8741) to indicate your volunteer preference. 

 

 
 

Camp Adams All-Church Camp 

August 20-22 
 

Wasnôt Sômore Sunday great?  Wouldnôt it be nice to have sômore of them?  You can have 

this by attending our All-Church Camp Weekend at Camp Adams, August 20-

22.  Registration is going on now.  Pick up an All-Church Camp brochure on any of the 

lobby tables or download the forms from our church website (www.fcceugene.org).  All -

Church Camp is open to all ages, friends, and family members.  With Camp Adams located 

just outside of Molalla, it is an easy, relaxing weekend getaway to spend some time in 

nature getting to know members of our congregation better.  All meals as well as activities 

are provided.  Registration forms and a deposit are due in the church office by July 

1.  Donôt delay; get your forms in today!!    



 

SHALOM 

Dinner for Eight 

Dinners for Eight are fellowship groups of 

eight adult members open to anyone in the 

congregation.  They meet monthly in 

homes or restaurants for dinner or breakfast/brunch.  The 

groups reconfigure yearly in the spring and begin meeting the 

following fall.  Groups for the fall are now being formed. 

 

You are invited to gather with church friends and make new 

friends at Dinner for Eight.   
 

This year we are forming several types of groups.  Please let us 

know your preference. 

 

Type of group you would like to join:  (circle one) 

          

             Dinner group           Breakfast  group 
 

Where would you like to dine:  (circle one) 

 

 In Restaurants  In Homes 
 

Day of the week you would like to meet:   MTWTFSS 
 

I would  be willing to host the first dinner:        yes         
 

Name       

 

Phone       
 

Questions?  Call the church office (541-345-8741).  Please 

return this form to the church office by June 30. 

Middle School Youth Group 

Summer Fun! 
 

Greetings friends!  Paul and Haley have really enjoyed 

working with the group this year and look forward to an 

awesome summer together!  Here are the dates for our 

summer events: 

  

 

July 14: Hike and Picnicð10 a.m.-1 p.m.  Drop-off and 

     pick-up at Spencer Butte  
 

July 18-24: UCC Central Pacific Middle School Youth 

     Camp at Camp Adams  
 

July 25-30: Sierra Service Project 
 

August 4: Ice Cream Social and Water Play (bring your  

     water toys!)  12 noon-4 p.m @ University Park 
 

August 25: Day trip to the coastð9 a.m.-5 p.m.  

     Drop-off and pick-up at the church 
 

September 10-11:  Lock-IN!   Celebrating the start of          

     youth groupðdetails to follow 

 

Please call Haley (541-852-2775) or Paul (541-686-

2751) if you have any questions.  You can still register 

for the Central Pacific camp by going to the Camp 

Adams website (campadams@molalla.net).  We hope to 

see you all for some summer fun! 

 

 

High School Youth Group 

Summer Events 
 

The summer is packed with great opportunities for 

service and fun!  Itôs a great chance to get some 

community service out of the way for the school 

year.  Here are the dates for our summer happenings: 

 

June 28-July 2:  Peace Villageð9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

     Interfaith Kids Camp 
 

July 18-22: Summer Fun Camp Overnight at Camp  

     Adams  (we are still looking for male counselors) 

            Camp for homeless and low-income youth 
 

July 25-31: UCC Central Pacific High School Youth    

     Camp at Camp Adams 
 

August 1-7: Sierra Service Project 
 

August 18:  Ice Cream Social and Water Play  

     (bring your water toys!)ð12-4 p.m. 

 

Please call Haley (541-852-2775) or Paul (541-686-

2751) if you have any questions.  You can still register 

for the Central Pacific camp by going to the Camp 

Adams website (campadams@molalla.net).  We hope to 

see you all for some summer fun! 

 

 Helping Hands 

 Giving Hearts 
 

Volunteers are needed to bring a pie or help 

with the 4th of July Fellowship Hour 

“Pie & Lemonade” 

 
 

English in the Garden 
Terri Brown is opening her garden for adult English classes in 

July (the Springfield Middle School program is closed for the 

summer). Terri and Donna Samson will teach English on Tuesday 

and Thursdays evenings, from 6-8 p.m., July 6-July 29.  We need 

volunteers to help with individual tutoring and conversation.  

Please join us at 952 R St. in Springfield.  Twenty-five Spanish-

speaking adults have registered for the class.  We hope you can 

come!  It would be very helpful if you can let us know when you 

are coming by contacting Donna (dmsamson@comcast.net or 541

-345-2783). 



 

SHALOM 

Young Adult Our Whole Lives Celebrates a Wonderful First Year! 
Since November, young adults ranging in age from 18 to 34 have been gathering for our first Young Adult Our Whole Lives 

Sexuality and Our Faith group.  Meeting once or twice a month, the group delved into topics such as ñMind, Body, Spirit,ò 

ñExploring Gender,ò ñCommunication,ò ñFamily Matters,ò and much more.  We are grateful for the five facilitators who so 

willingly and capably stepped forward for this great experiment in young adult ministries:  Don Gall, Suzanne Congdon 

Garitty, Jeneka Joyce, Jake LeMasson, and Pastor Melanie.  It was a remarkable experience of truly learning and connecting 

all the dimensions of our lives:  mind, body, spirit, relationships.  On our last night together as a group, participants took a few 

moments to write down how they have been blessed by participating in this group.  Here are some of their reflections about the 

OWL experience:    

 

ñWhat I most appreciate about participating in the OWL group was the opportunity to connect with people around my own age 

and look at and discuss the many facets of human sexuality.  I have really enjoyed the conversations.ò 

 

ñI really appreciated the opportunity to explore and discuss all aspects of sexuality in a completely open, affirming, and thought-

provoking way.  Through conversation with peers I had the chance to get to know myself and understand my own relationship 

better.  For the first time sex education was not just about preventing pregnancy and STDôs, but about intimacy, self-knowledge, 

and promoting positive sexuality in our communities.ò  

 

ñThis group has allowed me to discover the important connection between passion, intimacy, and communication.  I enjoyed 

learning in a group setting, sharing thoughts, and listening to others, and realizing how incredibly lucky I am to belong to this 

church community.ò 

 

ñThank you for the interesting dialogue.  The safe space to explore interesting issues around sensuality, sexuality and spirituality 

was tremendously helpful in continuing to shape my own views.ò 

 

ñFor the first time in my life I was in a safe yet open setting to explore issues of intimacy and sexuality.  I found myself 

saddened that it took this long to find a safe group with whom to explore these very important, fundamental-to-the-human-

experience topics.  However, I am grateful too for this experience, and Iôm excited for the next step!ò 

 

ñIt has been helpful and empowering to have had open discussions about sexuality in all its many forms.  What has been most 

valuable about this for me is feeling more comfortable with my own sexuality and more able to talk about my needs, feelings, 

concerns, opinions, and questions.  I also feel so deeply grateful to have felt the intersection between the spiritual and the sexual, 

the erotic and the beautiful, the sacred and the human.ò 

  

We hope to form another Young Adult OWL group in the fall.  If you are a young adult who would be interested in participat-

ing, contact Pastor Melanie. 

 

Congregational Meeting News 
 

Greg & Susan Flint Recognized 
Moderator Don Essig presented Greg and Susan with a plaque and gift certificates 

in celebration of Gregôs 25 years of ministry to this church. 

 

Board Members/Officers Elected 
Members elected/reelected to the Church Board included: Blane Hamilton, Royce 

Saltzman, Micki Shirey, & Mark Lindberg. Officers elected included: Moderator 

Mary Nyquist Koons and Vice-Moderator Micki Shirey. 

 

Change to Bylaws Accepted 
The congregation voted to accept a proposed Bylaw change that revised our 

mission statement to read: Welcoming, Seeking, Loving, Serving in Christian community . . . 

 

Foundation Scholarship Winners Announced 
Each spring the First Congregational Foundation Board honors one or more high school graduates in our congregation with a 

scholarship for Outstanding Leadership in the life of our church.  At the June 13 congregational meeting, three graduates shared 

the honor:  Ben Andresen, Zoe Livelybrooks, and Forrest Watkins.  We are grateful for the leadership and service of these 

young adults and bless them in their continuing education. 
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Summer Music 
 

There are many opportunities for you to participate in 

special music during worship this summer. 

 

 The Third Sunday Choir will be singing on July 18 (ñIôm 

So Glad Jesus Lifted Meò) and August 15 (ñWade in the 

Waterò), so mark your calendars for these donôt miss 

allcomers groups.  

 

Your chance to ring bells is on July 25, when an Allcomers 

Bell Choir will assemble to rehearse and present a special 

number during worship.  

 

All young people are invited to join the Allcomers Joyful 

Noise Choir in their presentation on Sunday, August 8.  

 

New this year is a Summer Sunday Sing during worship on 

August 29. Come prepared to sing your favorite hymns in 

this music-filled worship service.  

 
 

Back Bay Mission Trip 

November 14-21, 2010 
 

Back Bay Mission, Biloxi, MS, was established over eighty 

years ago.  It was an effort to assist with needs for housing 

in this impoverished area.  The work goes on in areas of 

human service, from construction of homes to soup kitchen 

outreach to advocacy.   

 

The third annual work camp for Back Bay Mission (BBM) 

will be held on November 14-21. Volunteers are being 

recruited from our Central Pacific Conference.  Thirteen 

volunteers are needed, of which three have signed up so far.  

The costs include airfare (which you schedule), a $50 

deposit, and about $200 for food, ground transportation, and 

fees to BBM.  A deposit should be made as soon as possible 

in order to reserve your space. 

 

The minimum age to participate is 16.  There are work 

opportunities with hammer & saw, paintbrush, and other 

construction activities, as well as office help and soup 

kitchen endeavors.  If you are interested, contact Dennis 

Alger (Chair of Wider Church Ministries for the Central 

Pacific Conference) at dennisrev@verizon.net. 

 

 

Thank you! 
 

Our Pentecost Special Offering designated to provide 

furniture for Brethren Community Serviceôs Afiya Housing 

complex for mentally ill adults totaled $3,382.  Thank you 

for your generosity! 

FOOD for Lane County 
 

As part of its 25th anniversary celebration, FOOD for Lane 

County recently recognized and thanked First Congregational 

Church for being one of 11 organizations (including three 

other churches) that have provided long-term volunteer 

support for its programs to eliminate hunger in our 

community.   

 

For many years, our church has provided volunteers on the 

3rd Monday evening of each month to help re-package food 

that has been donated to FFLC by various organizations and 

businesses in the community.  Through our efforts, food that 

would ordinarily be thrown away is ñrescuedò and made 

available to families in our community who struggle to put 

food on the table.  In addition, we also provide volunteers to 

help prepare and serve food at FFLCôs Dining Room in 

downtown Eugene on the 1st Monday of the month.   

 

Although we have many wonderful, long-time volunteers 

from our church who help with these efforts, we are always 

looking for more people to help.  These are really wonderful 

opportunities for families to volunteer together, especially in 

the summer when schedules are not so demanding.  Itôs also a 

good way for our new members to get to know others in our 

church community.  For more information on helping with 

the food rescue operations, call Mary Mowday (541-485-

6509).  For information on the Dining Room, call Sharon 

Newton (541-342-8275). 

 

 

Save the Date! 
ShelterCare, Brethren Community Services, and The Church 

of the Brethren invite you to attend the groundbreaking for 

the Afiya Apartments: July 7 at 10:30 a.m., 1062 Main 

Street, Springfield. 

The Afiya Apartments project is the result of a partnership 

between the Springfield Church of the Brethren, the regional 

Church of the Brethren, Brethren Community Services, and 

ShelterCare. Primarily funded by the Department of Housing 

and Urban Development, it represents a $2.5 million 

investment in Springfield.  In addition to federal funds, the 

State of Oregon and City of Springfield have made 

substantial financial contributions to this development.  

Afiya will offer 16 one-bedroom apartments of affordable 

housing combined with supportive services for single adults 

with psychiatric disabilities.  Constructed on a vacant parcel 

in the 1000 block of Main Street in downtown Springfield, 

this complex will serve as the first phase of a planned ñurban 

villageò between Springfieldôs redeveloping downtown and 

nearby residential areas.  

 

 

Music Ministries 



 

      Lectionary Texts 
 

SHALOM 

 

Summer Sunday ForumsðñReligion in the Newsò 

9 a.m. in the Wheeler RoomðSundays through July 

 

Each Sunday, Pastor Greg will facilitate discussion of some story in 

the news with implications for our faith.  This is a continuation of the 

series begun in May, but newcomers are always welcome to join the 

discussion. 

 

Pastor Greg will facilitate using a case study method, in which the 

ethical and religious dimensions of something in the news will be 

looked at from several perspectives.  What are the core moral issues?  

Are there biblical precedents that apply?  How does faith inform our 

understanding? 

 

Come on Sunday at 9 a.m. and see where religion is making news. 

 

    Lectionary Texts 
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June 27, 2010 
         Theme: ñPick Up the Mantleò 

  2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

 Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

 Luke 9:51-62 

 

July 4, 2010 
         Theme: ñSurprising Prophetsò 

  2 Kings 5:1-14 

  Psalm 30 

  Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16 

  Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

 

July 11, 2010 

 Theme: ñCaring Neighborsò 

 Luke 10:25-37 

 Amos 7:7-17 

 Psalm 82 

 Colossians 1:1-14 

 

July 18, 2010 
 Theme: ñWord and Workò 

  Luke 10:38-42 

  Amos 8:1-12 

  Psalm 52 

  Colossians 1:15-28 

 

 July 25, 2010 

 Theme: ñShaped by Prayerò 

  Luke 11:1-13 

  Hosea 1:2-10 

  Psalm 85 

  Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) 

Camp Nurse  

Volunteers Needed! 
Nurse volunteers are needed for several weekly camps at Camp 

Adams this summer. Dates needing coverage include: 

 

June 27-July 3 (2nd & 3rd Grade Camp) 

July 4-10 (6th & 7th Grade Camp) 

July 18-24 (7th & 8th Grade Camp) 

July 25-31 (9th-12th Grade Camp) 

 

Please contact Patty Todd (pstodd@comcast.com) if you are 

interested and/or have questions. 

 

Reception on June 29 

for Bonnie, Rajeev, 

Julian and Nik Rambob 
Last summerôs Ministry Intern Bonnie Rambob will be visiting 

Eugene with her family the last week of June, and we welcome them 

back to our church with an evening dessert potluck.  All who are 

available to meet with the Rambobs are invited to bring a treat to 

share on Tuesday, June 29 from 6:30-8 p.m. at the church.  Come 

hear about their first year at the Pacific School of Religion as Bonnie 

pursues her M.Div. degree. 

Pride Celebration—August 14 
 

Our church is once again participating in Eugene/Springfieldôs annual PRIDE celebration: one heart, one world, one pride. 

Join us for a few hours and help celebrate the dignity of every human life. Two volunteers are needed to help with the setting 

up and taking down of two canopies, tables, and chairs. Others could help by staffing the table for part of the day (12 noon-7 

p.m.) and/or by baking goods to share with visitors. We will sit with other congregations who stand for dignity as part of 

Eugeneôs Religious Response Network. Contact Judy McHugh (541-338-7833) to volunteer or dishydro@yahoo.com. 

Folk Art Fellowship 

July 19 
 

Share a creative moment with friends of all ages at 

our July 19 Folk Art Fellowship.  We will gather in 

the Clark Room at 6:30 p.m. (and probably move 

outside to enjoy the summertime season).  Please 

check the kiosk for further project information or call 

the church office (541-345-8741). 
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About Our People 

Return Service Requested  

Prayers of comfort for . . . Martha Moultry, who grieves the death of her mother . . .  Doug Smyth, as he grieves the death 

of his Aunt Gloria . . . Sandy Maloney, who grieves the death of her father. 
 

Our continuing prayers for healing for . . . Andy Bates and Willy Richardson, who continue to face health challenges . . . 

Jennifer Cardwell, granddaughter of Ann Danby, who recovers now from brain surgery . . . Janet Carrôs mother, who faces 

multiple health challenges . . . Ed Armstrong, who continues to recover following surgery. 
 

Prayers of thanksgiving for . . . the birth of Tyriek Anthony Stirtz, born on February 3 to Freddy and Celeste Stirtz and 

grandparents Ron and Sharon Stirtz . . . the wedding of Jaime Offord and Glen Hornstra, who were married on June 5 in 

our sanctuary.   
 

And we celebrate more graduates . . . Heidi Dobratz, Diana Wells, and Grace Holmes, who graduated with bachelors 

degrees from the University of Oregon . . . Nathan Helgeson, who graduated from the University of Oregon School of Music 

with a Masters in Bassoon Performance . . . Suzanne Congdon Garitty, who completed a two-year training program in 

Spiritual Direction at the Shalom Center in Mt. Angel, OR. 
 

Birthday congratulations to . . . Ann Danby, who turns 94 on July 7 . . . Henry Tucker, who turns 90 on July 7. 
 

CROP Walk—Sunday, October 3  
This year, our church, along with many other churches and community organizations, is participating in the annual CROP 

walk. CROP walks are sponsored by Church World Service as part of their mission to end hunger. This CROP walk is the first 

one in Eugene in a decade.  Come out and show our commitment to being love in action!!  Our communityôs walk will be held 

Sunday, October 3 in Alton Baker Park. The walks are either one or three miles in length and are not a competition. The intent 

is to have folks who walk gain sponsorships, which then raises money for CROP. The proceeds will be split: 75% to Church 

World Service and 25% to Food for Lane County. Donna Samson (lead) and Judy McHugh (assisting) are organizing the 

event for our church.  Please look for more information very soon. You can contact Donna (541-345-2783) or Judy (541-338-

7833) with questions.  


