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ñWe are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church, seeking to live Jesusô vision of community and mission.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Confirmation Class 
Front Row: Catherine Camp, Lauren Esrig, Julia Mauro, Rheanna Williams, Lydia Simonton, 

Bruce Service 

Middle Row: Pastor Greg, Hope Zima, Erika Johnson, Megan MacKinnon, Mary Ferris Vertulfo, 

Annie Rose Tarter 

Back Row: Dennis Johnson, David Johnson, Maia Watkins, Zachary Esrig 

 
 

Spring Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, June 13  

In the Fellowship Hall after worship 
 

The agenda of the Spring Congregational meeting will include: the election of Church Board 

members, as well as a Moderator and Vice-Moderator of the congregation; a vote on a proposed 

language change in the bylaws describing our mission as a church; a mid-year budget report; a report 

from the Church Foundation; the presentation of the annual Foundation scholarship; and the 

Moderatorôs report.  

 

Bylaw Change Information Forum 
Sunday, June 6ðfollowing worship 

The Church Board is proposing a change in the opening articles of our bylaws to more accurately 

reflect our identity and mission as a church.  This change will be presented for a vote at the 

Congregational Meeting on June 13.  Pick up the sheet explaining the proposed changes on the lobby 

literature table.  Board members will be available after worship on June 6 to discuss this proposal. 
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Special Offering for Organ 

Completion Project 

Sunday, June 20 
 

After nearly 50 years of service, age took its toll on our 

organ console: electrical contacts and brass parts which 

were no longer available wore out, and the wiring was found 

to be a fire hazard. In 2004 we undertook the Organ Repair 

Projectðbringing the instrumentôs wiring up to code, 

replacing worn-out parts with state-of-the-art, solid-state 

components, and preparing the organ console for future 

expansion. This Expansion Plan, a plan to expand the depth 

and breadth of sounds of our organ, was an itemized list of 

five additions/changes. We have completed four. Only one 

is left to finish. 

 

Last December we were able to purchase the last set of pipes 

we were looking for from an organ in California which was 

being dismantled (a large savings over the cost of 

purchasing new pipes). Those pipes are now waiting to be 

installed. The cost of building wind chests and racks for the 

pipes (as well as voicing and tuning them) is $4,685. This is 

the sum we are seeking to raise on Sunday, June 20, 2010 to 

complete our organ project.  

 

For a donation of only $77, you can cover the cost of 

installing one organ pipe! Your generous gifts will help us 

strengthen the sound of our organ, which will benefit not 

only our current congregation, but also generations to come. 

 

Summer Music 
 

On June 20 our summer music season begins with the Third 

Sunday Choir presenting an anthem during 10 a.m. Sunday 

worship. All who are interested in singing will meet in the 

sanctuary choir loft at 9 a.m. on June 20 to learn the anthem 

ñAmazing Grace.ò This easy anthem will be presented 

during worship. No experience needed! The only 

requirement is to attend the 9-9:45 a.m. rehearsal to 

learn a catchy arrangement of this wonderful old hymn. 

 

 

 

 

Certain health topics seem important enough to bear 

repeating. Vitamin D is one of those topics. 

 

 Two forms of Vitamin D are important in humansðVit D2, 

which is synthesized by plants and Vit D3, which is 

synthesized in human skin when it is exposed to ultraviolet B 

(UVB) rays from sunlight. Foods may be fortified with 

Vitamin D2 or D3. (Yet another reason to be a label reader.) 

Food sources are eggs, fortified milk, fish, and cod liver oil. 

  

Vitamin Dôs main function is to maintain normal blood levels 

of calcium and phosphorous. Vit D aids in absorption of 

calcium to form and maintain strong bones (which helps deter 

osteoporosis). Recently, research also suggests that Vit D 

may provide some protection from high blood pressure, some 

cancers, and certain auto immune diseases. Studies are 

ongoing in these areas. 

  

Dose recommendations seem to be increasing, especially for 

those who live in sun-deprived regions (like ours). Vit D is 

found in most multivitamins in strengths of 50 IU to 1,000 IU 

(International Units). Traditional daily recommendations 

have been: 200 IU for all under the age of 50 (including 

pregnant women); 400 IU for those age 50-70; and 600 IU for 

those over age 70. The upper limit has been recommended as 

2,000 IU daily because of the possibility of toxicity in higher 

doses. However, some experts now feel that these amounts 

may not be adequate, and your health care provider may 

increase the dose level for you. In addition, doses may by 

increased with steroid use, after a fracture (applies also to 

children), and in significant osteoporosis. On a personal note, 

my doctor boosted my daily intake to 800 IU in the winter 

and 600 IU in the summer. While on a long course of 

prednisone (steroid), that amount was increased further to 

2,000 IU per day.  

 

Always check with your health care provider as to the best 

level of Vit D for you, given your individual health history. 

You may be surprised to learn that you are not taking enough. 

  

Parish Nurse 

Kathy Springate 

  

Music Ministries 

Vitamin D 

Are you Taking Enough?  

From the library . . . 
 

Look for the library cart next to the stairs in the lobby on Sunday, June 6.  The cart will be highlighting books from the li-

braryôs collection on prayer.  One especially interesting book that will be on the cart is Thomas Keatingôs Intimacy With God, 

An Introduction to Centering Prayer.  Another book is A Layman Looks at the Lordôs Prayer by W. Phillip Keller, in which 

Keller discusses the Lordsô Prayer phrase by phrase. 

 

Check out the cart and visit the library ï it can be very rewarding! 



 

United Church of Christ   Mission Moment 

No Bounds 
News of Our Common Life  

in the United Church of Christ 

  
Close your eyes. Imagine a church that spans 

boundaries. Now open your eyes . . . and see Iglesia 

sin Fronteras/Church without Borders UCC, serving 

people from both sides of the Ciudad Juárez-El Paso 

border. 

  

The UCCôs Southwest Conference has had Hispanic 

congregations (including Iglesia La Trinidad UCC in 

El Paso, Texas) since its founding. Lay people from 

La Trinidad have been crossing to the Juárez site to 

do social service work. 

  

Las Iglesias Cristianas Congregacionalales de 

Mexico, concentrated on Mexicoôs Pacific coast, 

have a strong sense of mission to their brothers and 

sisters in Mexicoôs north. Members of Iglesia 

Congregacional de Mazatlan have made the 20-hour 

bus ride to minister to people attracted from the 

interior of Mexico by jobs in the border plants 

around Juárez. 

  

To the Spanish-speaking community of Ciudad 

Juárez and El Paso, the two cities on either side of 

the border have always been one; and it is in this 

spirit that this new church is being established. 

  

Christ expects us to feed the hungry and heal the 

sick. Work guided by Pastor Raúl Blanco Valdez is 

meeting those expectations with diabetes testing, 

reading classes, health education, vision and dental 

clinics. Women are learning income-generating 

handcrafts, youth are helped with drug problems, and 

children are offered English and computer classes. 

The congregation worships in a sanctuary 

constructed by volunteer work groups from across 

the UCC. 

  

Our vision is that this church will provide a strong 

Protestant witness to lower- and middle-income 

people attracted to the economy of the Mexico/USA 

border. We expect this partnership to bless 

communities where Godôs love knows no 

bounds.  What good news it is to be the church in all 

its fullness and possibility! 

SHALOM  

Dinner for Eight 

Dinner groups of eight adult members 

are being formed for a new year of 

meeting together. 

 

You are invited to gather with church friends and make 

new friends at Dinner for Eight.  (Group members from last 

year should fill out this form, too.) 

 

This year we are forming several types of groups.  Please 

let us know your preference. 

 

Type of group you would like to join:  (circle one) 

          

             Dinner group           Breakfast  group 

 

Where would you like to dine:  (circle one) 

 

 In Restaurants  In Homes 

 

Day of the week you would like to meet:   MTWTFSS 

 

I would  be willing to host the first dinner:        yes         

 

Questions?  Call the church office (541-345-8741).  

Please return this form to the church office by June 30. 

 

Name       

 

Phone       
 

 

 

Northwest Regional  

Womenôs Retreat 

at Kah-Nee-Ta Resort 

November 5-7, 2010  
 

Signups have begun for the Northwest Regional 

Womenôs Retreat at Kah-Nee-Ta this November 5-7.  

Registration is limited to 200 UCC women from all over 

the northwest.   

 

A brochure describing retreat workshops/activities and a 

registration form are available at http://nrwr-ucc.org, or 

by calling Pat Kessinger (541-342-3555) or the church 

office (541-345-8741).  Cost is $175 (plus room) if paid 

before July 1; $190 (plus room) if paid after that. 
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I am an Ohio native, living in Oregon since 1970.  I live in the College 

Hill area, and Iôm currently a practicing attorney specializing in elder 

law and estate planning.  I am an occasional birder and a gardener (in 

continuing dialog with blackberries and deer).  I am a licensed ham ra-

dio operator ï KE7SLT.  I am curious and amazed at the myriad ways 

humans seek Spirit, and grateful for the way Spirit holds us and enfolds 

us through the eons as we search. 

 

68 West 25th Avenue, Eugene, OR  97405     541-342-4859 

We moved to Eugene two years ago and have found that we 

really, really like it.  The city is beautiful, the people are nice, and 

there is always lots of fun to be had.  We feel right at home on 

Sunday mornings at FCC and have enjoyed being a part of the 

Dinner for Eight program this year. 

 

Lauren: I am a second-year law school student at the University 

of Oregon. In the fall I will begin work on a masterôs degree in 

Public Policy and Planning, before finishing my law degree. 

 

Andrew: I manage the AmeriCorps programs at the Northwest 

Youth Corps.   

 

We were married last August and enjoy spending much of our 

free time with our one-and-a-half-year-old lab/border collie, 

Molly McIntire. 

 

1793 Moon Lee Lane, Eugene, OR  97403 

704-877-8982 (Andrew)  631-838-7707 (Lauren) 

I am originally from Ohio, however I have spent most of my adult life 

in Oregon.  I have three children: Shanti, Jordan and Maryn, and five 

grandchildren.  I was attending a Presbyterian Church and started 

coming to First Congregational after my two younger children went 

through confirmation.  I currently work at Lane County as the Public 

Works Director.  In my free time I like to garden, walk & spend time 

with my children & grandchildren.  I love the sense of community at 

First Congregational and the commitment to service, justice & peace. 

 

2985 Alder Street, Eugene, OR  97405     541-344-5061 

Sylvia Sycamore 

Lauren Siller & Andrew King  

Marsha Miller  

We Welcome our New Members 
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I grew up in a small, tumbleweed town in Southern 

California, the youngest of eight children, during a time 

when orange groves were our playground and the milkman 

delivered to our front door.  I came to Eugene 30 years ago; 

completed both graduate degrees at the U of O; launched a 

career in education; and replaced 25 years of Catholicism for 

a subsequent 20 years with Quakers/Society of Friends;  

followed by the study of Anthroposophy/Spiritual Science.  

 

My greatest achievement and joy is raising my two children, 

Dane (15) and Mikhail (9).  I work part-time in Teacher 

Education for NCU, and as a manuscript editor and private 

tutor.  I enjoy the simple pleasures in a day:  children, elders, 

biking and hiking, writing, candlelight, clean floors and 

Vivaldi. 

 

                                       1950 Friendly Street, Eugene, OR  97405      541-554-2034 

 
 

 

 

We have lived in the Eugene area for over 30 years.  

Michelle worked for Sacred Heart for many years and is 

now a stay-at-home mom and volunteer for Adoption 

Connections of Oregon.  Scott works for Custom 

Craftworks.  Our daughter Madeline is nine years old 

and attends Crest Drive Elementary School. 

 

816 Sundance Street, Eugene, OR  97405      

541-689-1932 

Summer Youth News 
Summer Fun Camp Yippee! 
We are preparing for our annual Summer Fun camp event happening July 18-22 at Camp Adams.  This is a camp for 7 thru 12

-year-old homeless and low-income youth to get the chance to just be kids and have some summer fun!  The camp is staffed 

by our high school youth, Haley, and Paul.  It is truly a magical time of connection, and we are so grateful to our church fam-

ily for supporting such an amazing program for over 20 years!  We are still looking for male counselor applicants, so please 

apply online at our church website (www.fcceugene.org) as soon as possible.  Here comes the FUN! 
 

High School Coast Retreat June 18-20  
The High School group will be celebrating the start of summer with a trip to the coast! There will time to relax, play, reflect, 

and create art & music. Please let Haley or Paul know if you want to attend. We will be leaving the church at 10 a.m. Friday 

morning, June 18, and returning on Sunday, June 20 at 2 p.m. (to be back in time for the Peace Village meeting at 4 p.m.). 

   

Middle School Youth 
Our summer plans include a barbecue, a day-trip to the coast, and a hike.  Watch for our summer schedule soon! 

 
 

Womenôs Fellowship Group 
 

The Womenôs Fellowship Group will meet in the Wheeler Room at 7 p.m. on Sunday, June 6.  Betty Holst & Gail 

Keller will lead the group in a time of sharing about summer childhood memories.  There will also be time to sing 

a couple of camp songs.  Join other women in the church for this pre-summer gathering. 

Dane, Mikhail & Cin Chubb  

Michelle & Scott Cottrell  
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Sunday School News 
 

There are still a few exciting events happening before we wind up this Sunday School year. 

 

Sunday, June 6 will be ñMove Upò Sunday for each of the Sunday School classes.  This will be an opportunity for children 

and youth to locate and experience the class they will be ñmoving intoò next fall.  Our classes include: Nursery (ages birth-3, 

located downstairs), PreK-K (ages 3-Kindergarten, located downstairs), 1st-3rd Grades (located upstairs), 4th-6th Grades 

(located upstairs), and 7th-12th Grades (located upstairs). 

 

Then on June 13 (our last Sunday school meeting day until the fall), the Sunday school classes will each meet in their usual 

rooms for a pancake breakfast to celebrate the great work and dedication of their teachers, as well as their own participation in 

the Sunday morning education program.  Any parents interested in helping donate supplies, setting up, or cooking 

pancakes/sausages on this morning, please contact Robin Francisco (541-514-7359).   

SHALOM  

 

 Sunday School Teacher and Childcare Volunteer Recruitment 
 

It is that time once again to begin to prepare for next yearôs Sunday morning education classes and childcare areas.  We are 

looking for dedicated, warm, creative individuals to share their time with our Sunday school children, youth, and childcare 

children for an hour each week, teaching scriptures and forming lasting relationships.   

 

Our Sunday school program uses an online curriculum which guides you through a lesson each week.  We use ñteaching 

teamsò at each grade level to provide for flexible scheduling.   

 

Sunday morning childcare volunteers are asked to commit to one Sunday a month, where you will be teamed up with other 

youth and adults in playing, reading, and enjoying getting to know our youngest generations.   

 

Please consider giving back to this church through teaching a Sunday school class or working in a childcare area.  You may 

contact Robin Francisco (541-607-6852) or call the church office (541-345-8741) to be placed on the 2010-2011 rosters 

now being formed. 

 

 

 

High School Youth lead Worship on June 6 
 

Our high school youth will lead worship on June 6.  Some of our high school seniors will be the featured preachers for the 

morning, and the young people will plan and lead music, prayers, and all of the worship service.  During worship we will 

celebrate the graduates among us with a blessing.  Following worship, the high school graduates and their families will be 

honored with a special brunch.   

Sunday School Teacher Recognition 
 
This congregation is tremendously blessed by our Sunday School teachers.  Their dedication and devotion to our congregation 

is inspirational.  It communicates a message of love and compassion to our church family.  We thank these teachers for the 

gifts they bring to us.  May their blessings return to them in many ways. 

 

Stephanie Marquez  Bob Bury   Tuyen Bolton   Lynne Lucas  

Wes Service   Laura Illig    Sharon Newton  Annie Tarter  

Lisa Ponder   Namihira Bolton  Melanie Oommen  Pete Peterson 

Kwasi Diehl   Anil Oommen  Sarah Kingery     Janet Scott 

Laura Evanisko  Don Brasted-Maki   Dennis Johnson  Don Gall 



 

      Lectionary Texts 
 

SHALOM  

 

ñReligion in the Newsò 

A look at recent stories in the news with religious implications. 

 

ñWhat is the Church?ò 

A video series featuring Dr. Fred Craddock, the author of narrative 

preaching. 

    Lectionary Texts 

SHALOM  

June 6, 2010 
         Theme: ñCourageous Compassionò 

  1 Kings 17:8-16, (17-24) 

  Psalm 146 

  Galatians 1:11-24 

  Luke 7:11-17 

 

June 13, 2010 

 Theme: ñChoose Justiceò 

 1 Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-21a 

 Psalm 5:1-8 

 Galatians 2:15-21 

 Luke 7:36-8:3 

 

June 20, 2010 
 Theme: ñIn Godôs Presenceò 

  1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a 

  Psalm 42 & 43 

  Galatians 3:23-29 

  Luke 8:26-39 

 

 June 27, 2010 
         Theme: ñPick Up the Mantleò 

  2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

  Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

  Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

  Luke 9:51-62 

All classes begin at 9 a.m. Sunday morning 

ñYou have all filled in the 

holeséò 
. . . as loyal, enthusiastic and heartfelt volunteers 

during our 2009-2010 program year.  In your honor, 

we will enjoy donuts (because you filled in the 

holes . . .) following worship on Sunday, June 13 

during fellowship hour.  Thank you all for your 

assistance in so many marvelous ways around our 

church. 

 

 

Pie & LemonadeðJuly 4th 
 
Sign up in June to provide a pie to share at our 

annual ñPie & Lemonadeò fellowship hour.  Enjoy 

some of your favorites at our summertime fellowship 

hour. 

Camp Adams Opportunities  

for Youth this Summer 
 

It is time to register your youth to attend Camp Adams this 

summer.  To register go to www.campadams.org.  New improve-

ments have been made to the Camp Adams sites, including all-new 

bathroom facilities at the Nate Creek Site and a new sewage system 

and renovation of the bathroom facilities at the Milk Creek 

Site.  Dates for the camps are as follows: 
  
Completed 2nd and 3rd Grades      June 27-July 3 
Completed 4th and 5th  Grades      July 11-17 
Completed 6th and 7th Grades      July 4-10 
Completed 7th and 8th Grades      July 18-24 
Completed 9th ï 12th Grades        July 25-31 
Young Adult Camp (ages 18-25)  June 23-26 
Work Camps                             June 18-23 
(Ages 18 and older or 12 and up accompanied by an adult) 

 
 

Camp Adams All-Church Camp 
 
Planning is well underway for our all-church Camp Adams 

weekend, August 20-22.  If you have never participated in this 

memorable weekend, you are invited to do so.  Camp Adams (our 

UCC conference camp) is located approximately two hours away, 

just east of Woodburn.  Our weekend together is a great way to get 

to know other church members you may not have had the chance to 

visit with on a busy Sunday morning.  During the weekend you will 

experience friendship, crafts, nature walks/hikes, campfires, 

worship, family-style meals, and all camp has to offer.  Check out 

the easel in the Fellowship Hall to see who else is planning to 

attend, and while youôre there, sign yourself up too!  Extended 

friends and family are also invited to join you and us in this 

weekend.  Registration brochures are available on all lobby tables 

and are due by July 1 to the church office.  We hope you can join us 

there!   

Peace Village 2010ðJune 28-July 2 
Preparation and planning for Peace Village 2010 (our interfaith peace day camp) is well underway, and we are excited for 

another wonderful week of community and peace building!  There are still some spaces left for campers and group leadersð 

contact the church office (541-345-8741) if the young people in your household would like to sign up.  We have been 

recruiting volunteers for all sorts of jobsðif you would like to help, please contact Pastor Melanie. 
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About Our People 

Return Service Requested  

Prayers of healing for . . .  Lucille Wollenwebber, who had a successful knee replacement . . . Willy Richardson and Andy 

Bates, who both continue to face health challenges. . . Orval Dyer, who was hospitalized.   
 

Prayers of sympathy for . . .  Marti and Lee Kersh, as they grieve the death of Martiôs father John Weber . . . Kris Dodds, 

who grieves the death of her sister-in-law Linda Piper . . . Dr. Daniel Perez, our partner in El Salvador, who grieves his 

mother Maria Ida Chavez de Perez, who was murdered during a robbery in San Salvador . . . Sharon Newton, as she grieves 

the death of her nephew.  
 

Happy Birthday wishes to . . . Harry Carlson, who turns 103 on June 10 . . . Virginia Mitchell,  who turns 93 on June 26 . . 

. Jule Crume, who turns 91 on June 26. 
 

Prayers of celebration for our 15 youth who were confirmed on May 9 . . . Catherine Camp, Lauren Esrig, Zachary 

Esrig, David Johnson, Dennis Johnson, Erika Johnson, Megan MacKinnon, Julia Mauro, Bruce Service, Lydia 

Simonton, Annie Rose Tarter, Mary Ferris Vertulfo, Maia Watkins, Rheanna Williams, and Hope Zima.    
 

Prayers of celebration for the fifteen 8th grade youth who completed the 27-week Our Whole Lives Sexuality and Our 

Faith class and were blessed in our sanctuary on May 9 . . . Molly Bineham, Silas Boyd Mitcheltree, Thomas Curzon, 

Jacob Cytrynbaum, Shelby Dodrill, Autumn Ellingson, Kailen Fille, Rachel Geller, Erin Hanson, Julia Howe, Brendan 

Lindsey, Emma LeFinson, Zoe Mayhew, Jake Russin, and Jade Young.   
 

On June 6 in worship we will bless our 2010 graduates . . . High School:  Ben Andresen, Sarah Balsom, Sal Butera- 

Smith, Meredith DeHaas, Sally Filip, Jeff Leeson, Zoe Livelybrooks, Liane Lucas, Nathan Rogers, Grayson Travis, and 

Forrest Watkins . . . College:  Jon Elliot, who graduates this spring with a Masters in Human Physiology from the University 

of Oregon . . . Zahra Foroughifar, who graduates with a  B.A. from the University of Oregon . . . Alexandra Horn, who 

graduates with a B.A. from the University of Oregon . . . Andy Jobanek, who graduates with a B.A. from Whitman 

College.  If you know someone who is graduating this spring, we would love to know about itðjust call the church office!   


