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“We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church, seeking to live Jesus’ vision of community and mission.” 

 

Stewardship Update 
 

Have you returned your giving card for 2012?  Is the card still sitting on the desk with the 

rest of the unfinished business?  Have you just forgotten where you put the card?  Have you 

just not gotten around to filling it out?  Have you filled it out but just keep forgetting to mail 

or bring it to church?  Have you not returned a card before and are still unsure what to do? 

 

The Church Staff and Board are now beginning the process of creating a balanced budget for 

2012.  But if you donôt return your giving card, how do Staff and Board know what to count 

on for next year?  A prudent, balanced, faithful, ministry-and-mission supported budget 

depends on every member and friend indicating what level of financial support is 

possible.  Just like in our homes, a budget cannot be guesswork.  

 

Our stewardship goal is to receive 350 giving cards for 2012.  So far 250 have been received, 

which is ahead of last year.  Still, we need those last 100 cards to come in ASAP.  At this 

point, every card and every amount matters. 

 

Giving cards remain in the pew racks.  Cards can be returned in the offering or mailed to the 

church office.  You may also just call the office or bookkeeper and indicate your intention by 

phone.   

 

Letôs just get this done! 

 

 
 

Christmas Eve Services            Saturday, December 24 
  

5 p.m. Family Service 

CarolsðChildrenôs PageantðChristmas Eve Message 

ñMary had a BabyòðEnsemble, Joyful Noise Choir 

ñA Wondrous BirthòðEnsemble, Joyful Noise Choir, Youth Bell Choir 

Nursery care available 

  
10 p.m. Candlelight Service 

CarolsðChristmas Eve Sermon 

 ñScarborough Carolò and ñThe Sleep of the Infant JesusòðChancel Choir 

ñOh Holy Night/Silent NightòðBell Choir 
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Vivaldi “Gloria”  

Presented on December 18 
 

During morning worship on December 18, our ñFestival 

Choirò will present the sermon in music. Accompanied by 

a small instrumental ensemble, along with soloists Janene 

Kirkpatrick and Heather Holmquest (University of Oregon 

graduate students), the singers of First Congregational will 

perform Gloria in excelsis by Antonio Vivaldi. Simply 

known as the Vivaldi ñGloriaò due to its outstanding 

popularity, this piece is a wonderful example of late 

baroque Italian composing. It was written during Vivaldiôs 

employment at the Pieta, a home for orphaned or 

underprivileged girls. There are twelve movements which 

include solos and choir. You wonôt want to miss this 

special presentation by our ñFestival Choir.ò 

 

Lane County  

Leaders’ Assembly  
Lane County Leadersô Assembly brings together faith, 

labor, community organizations and educators to build an 

alliance for the common good.  The next assembly will be 

held on Tuesday, January 24 from 6-7:45 p.m. at First 

United Methodist Church (1376 Olive St.).  They will 

address issues of: 
 

¶ Safer Roads for Lane County Residents: Ensure 

Driverôs License Access for ALL county residents 

¶ Social Services for Working Class Families in 

Lane County: Urgent Funding Restoration for 

Centro LatinoAmericano  
 

Invited guests will include elected officials from City, 

County, and State Government. We would love to have a 

great representation from First Congregational.  On 

February 10, 2011, our congregation hosted a similar 

event, and the challenges we faced then continue 

now.  Please prayerfully consider attending this important 

event in our community.  For more information, contact 

Pastor Melanie. 

 

“Immigrant Struggles on the  

Border and in Lane County” 
In preparation for the Leadersô Assembly, Ranfis 

Villatoro and Katie Dwyer will lead an educational 

forum on ñImmigrant Struggles on the Border and in Lane 

County.ò  This session will be held in the Wheeler Room 

on January 15 from 11:15 to 12:15. 
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Music Ministries Search Committee 
The Search Committee is pleased to share the news that we have 

narrowed our list of candidates.  Over the first week of December, 

we interviewed four top candidates via Skype.  For over an hour 

committee members took turns asking questions, and then the 

candidates had their turn!  How appropriate that this 

explorationðthis experience of getting to know each otherð

happened during Advent, the season of waiting and expectancy 

for God to enter our hearts in new and surprising ways.    

 

We are grateful to Don Gall (retired UCC pastor and member of 

this congregation), for patiently working with us on a ñpracticeò 

interview, through which we refined our questions and grew 

comfortable with Skype technology (!).   

 

Whatôs next?  We move on to reference checks for the top 

candidates to learn more about their skill sets and experience.   

 

We think of this search-and-call process as a ministry of profound 

and sacred service to you, the congregation.  Thank you for your 

prayers of support and trust in us.  We are so grateful! 

 

Please stop by the Pastoral Search table in Fellowship Hall after 

service to enjoy a cup of coffee and chat with us about the 

searchð all comments and questions are welcome. 

 

Laurie Power, Search Committee member 

 
 

Egan Warming Center  

needs Volunteers! 
 

When the temperature drops below 30 degrees, churches and 

community centers in our area open their doors to our neighbors 

who donôt have an inside place to sleep.  It is called the Egan 

Warming Center, and volunteers are always needed.  There is a 

particular need for people to be on call for cleanup following each 

Egan Warming Center activation.  Go to eganwarmingcenter.com 

for more information about this wonderful ministry of St. Vincent 

de Paul and to find out how you can get involved.   

 

 

National Youth Event 
 

Leaders in the Central Pacific Conference are putting together a 

delegation of interested youth (ages 13-18) to attend the United 

Church of Christ National Youth Event and would love to have as 

many churches represented as possible!  The National Youth 

Event is July 10-13, 2012 at Purdue University in Indiana.  It is an 

AMAZING event for youth from all over the United States to 

gather for worship, workshops, faith, fun and fellow-

ship!   Registration for the event is $425 (includes food and 

lodgingðthe CPC is working on air fare costs).  If you have an 

interest, please contact Pastor Melanie. 

 



 

      Lectionary Texts 
 

SHALOM 

  

 

 

 

Beginning January 8 at 9 a.m. 
 

First Light: Jesus and the Kingdom of God 

A video study with two of the worldôs leading Jesus scholars (Marcus 

Borg and John Dominic Crossan) on location throughout Galilee and 

Jerusalem.   

                Why did Jesus happen when he happened? 

                Why did the Kingdom movement of Jesus begin in tiny 

  villages around the Lake? 

                What were the priorities of the Jesus Kingdom movement? 

                Why were the Romans not laughing? 

 

Everything You Have Wanted to Know About the Bible But Just 

Never Asked 

A discussion series with Pastor Greg exploring questions like: 

                Did Moses write the Books of Moses in the Bible? 

                If they wrote it in Hebrew, where did all the Greek  

   come from? 

                Was it really an apple tree Adam and Eve ate from? 

                How big was Noahôs floating zoo? 

                Which sea did the Israelites cross? 

                Did God sanction ethnic cleansing? 

                Did God make a bet with Satan? 

                Was Jesus born of a virgin? 

                Whatôs the difference between a disciple and an apostle? 

                Who killed Jesus? 

 

FCC Fun Night 

Epiphany Celebration 

Friday—January 6 
 

Join us on Friday, January 6 for the celebration of Epiphany in the 

Fellowship Hall from 6-8 p.m.  The season of Christmas ends when, 

as the story goes, the three Kings arrived in Bethlehem to revere the 

baby Jesus. 
 

A simple supper will be provided (donation of $2.50 person/$10.00 

family), followed by festivities and a ñburning of the greens.ò  Please 

bring a small branch or remnant of your Christmas tree. 
 

All ages are welcome to help us conclude this beautiful season 

together.   

 

 

Game Night  

Wednesday, January 11 
 

Our third Game Night will be held on Wednesday, January 11 at 6:30 

p.m. in the Barber Room (downstairsðenter through the Atrium 

doors).  This is a growing group that enjoys playing games with all 

agesðlots of fun and laughter abounds!  Bring a game and join in the 

fun!  For more information, contact Carol Faller or Pastor Janet. 

    Lectionary Texts 
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December 18, 2011 

Theme: ñGod With Usò 

  Luke 1:26-38 

  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

  Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

  Romans 16:25-27 

  

December 25, 2011 

Theme: ñSing with Joyò 

          Psalm 98 

  Isaiah 52:7-10 

  Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 

  John 1:1-14 

 

January 1, 2012 

Theme: ñCalled to Giftò 

 Luke 2:22-40 

 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

 Psalm 148 

 Galatians 4:4-7 

 

January 8, 2012 

Theme: ñNew Beginningsò 

  Mark 1:4-11 

  Genesis 1:1-5 

  Psalm 29 

  Acts 19:1-7 

  

January 15, 2012 

Theme: ñCalled and Recalledò 

          Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

  1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 

  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

  John 1:43-51 

 

January 22, 2012 

Theme: ñMoving Forwardò 

  Mark 1:14-20 

  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

  Psalm 62:5-12 

  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

  

January 29, 2012 

Theme: ñWith Authorityò 

          Mark 1:21-28 

  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

  Psalm 111 

  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
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Advent Festival Thanks… 
 

éto all those who shared their festive energy and talents to make the day so enjoyable for so many!   May the 

spirit of the season continue for all throughout Advent and Christmas. 

 

 

 

Imagine a World:  Christmas Special Offering December 18 
 

We celebrate the birth of Jesus with a gift for the world!  During worship on December 18, we lift up in prayer and 

give generously to two special offerings of the United Church of Christ:  Neighbors in Need and The Christmas 

Fund.  Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of justice and 

compassion throughout the United States.  One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian 

Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCCôs Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to 

support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.  The Christmas Fund offers 

one-time and ongoing assistance to retired United Church of Christ clergy who live on very small incomes.  After 

years of faithful service to the church, many clergy find that retirement incomes are not enough to survive. The 

Christmas Fund provides extra support in difficult times. 

  

Our collective gift to the Christ Child is a gift to our neighbors, near and far.  Please give generously on December 

18. 
 

 

Caroling Party—December 18—5:30-8 p.m. 
 

Bring your joyful voices and favorite instruments to our Caroling Party/Soup & Dessert Supper on Sunday, 

December 18.  We will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m. for a soup and bread supper, a quick refresher of 

our favorite traditional carols, a musical stroll through the neighborhood, and a festive dessert upon our return to 

the church, with a departure by 8 p.m.  You may sign up in the lobby in December to share your favorite soup 

or bread with the caroling crew.  All are asked to bring a dessert to share after we carol.  This multi-

generational event is a real heartwarming experience for all.  Please plan on joining us in song and friendship on 

Sunday, December 18.  (Bring your umbrellas, flashlights and favorite instruments!) 
 

 

 

 

Advent Taizé Service, Wednesday, December 21 at 6 p.m. 
  

So often the world around us is impatient to experience the shiny brightness of Christmas and overlook the deep 

shadows and healing of Advent: the Waiting Timeða time of reflection when we are so hungry for meaning. At 

FCUCC, we hope to gather in this seasonðhonoring the depth of darkness and the gift of simplicity, practicing 

prayer and generosity, and experiencing the glowing light of Christôs hope for our world.  We invite you into the 

honoring of this Waiting Time on Wednesday evening, December 21 at 6 p.m., when we will gather in the 

Chapel for a powerful, contemplative service of Taizé chants and Advent readings, for candle lighting and 

anointing with oil.  

  

The Advent and Christmas seasons can feel so loud and overwhelming, while our souls hunger for reflection and 

healing in this dark time of the year.  All ages are welcome to be present for a beautiful evening of song, prayer, 

and silence.  Childcare will be provided.    For more information, contact Pastor Melanie. 
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Advent Festival 
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Earth Stewardship News 
 

Thanks to all who participated in the November 20th ñFCC Beyond Commingle Recyclingò Event!  Together we kept ten large 

bags of material out of the landfill including three large bags of just lids. Great job everyone.  Our next events will be on the 

following dates:  January 8, March 18, and May 6, so get them on your calendar now.  There are reminder lists on the kiosk 

and in other places around the church.  

  

The way we set it up this time made it easier for everyone to sort their own stuff, leaving time for the Master Recyclers to 

answer questions and sort the difficult items. The January event will take place in the atrium lobby, where we can be warm and 

will offer more opportunity for discussion around recycling. Thanks to Bob and Joy Ziehl for taking many of the clean plastic 

bags to the Eugene Public Library for reuse.  

 

One of the hard things to remember is that everything needs to be CLEAN.  Some materials that could have been recycled had 

to be land filled this time because they were dirty.  The word recycled indicates that the materials collected will be reused in 

some form to make new products, making contamination with oils and food a problem. So, the bottom line is if you canôt bring 

it clean, throw it out.  Having done that, give yourself a pat on the back for all you are willing to do and forgive yourself for 

not being perfect.  

 

There is a new problem in recycling: compostable items.  These items look like clear plastic and say compostable on them. The 

bad part is that they are made of materials that will break down given the right circumstances, making them a bad contaminant 

in the plastic stream.  At this event we found glasses, tubs, lids and clamshells mostly coming from Market of Choice made of 

this material.  These are not recyclable and are only compostable in an industrial setting. So watch out for these and ask the 

retailer to provide a way to take them back so they can be composted.  There will be a display of these at the January 8th event. 

 

Dishwashers still needed . . . 
We still need dishwashers for fellowship hour, so if that is something you can commit to once a month for a year, give Terri 

Brown a call 541-741-1543 or cocopup@riousa.com.  It is our goal to have three people on a Sunday so folks can rotate, take 

breaks, be gone and still have two sets of hands to get it done with a smile.  By washing dishes we help our church save $1,000 

a year in paper products, which we can all be proud of. 

 

Blessings to all on behalf of the FCC Earth Stewardship Team 

Terri Brown  

 

Our Whole Lives for High School  

Youth in Grades 10-12 Begins in January! 
 

For the past few months, youth leaders from First United Methodist Church, First Christian Church, the Unitarian Universalist 

Church, and our own First Congregational UCC church family have been dreaming and planning for a joint ñOur Whole Lives 

Sexuality and Our Faithò group for high school youth in grades 10-12.   We are delighted to bring our youth and leaders 

together.  Our Whole Lives Sexuality and Our Faith (OWL) is a positive, comprehensive, and age-appropriate educational 

program that promotes sexual health.  The curriculum is based on four primary goals:  to provide accurate, developmentally 

appropriate information;  to increase self-esteem and understand relationships with and responsibilities toward others;  to 

develop interpersonal skills including communication, decision-making and problem-solving;  and to teach responsibility for 

personal health and safety.  Our desire is to include as many youth from our congregationsðand beyondðas would like to 

participate in this great joint endeavor.   

 

The group will meet seven times beginning January 10 and concluding March 13, including a retreat on March 2 and 3.  All the 

meetings (with the exception of the retreat), will be here at First Congregational UCC.  Dinner will be served.  Please share this 

with families who you think would be interested.  Interested parents/guardians are invited to a required parent orientation. We 

have two opportunities for the orientation: Thursday evening, January 5, from 6-8 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 

or Sunday evening, January 8, from 6-8 p.m. here at First Congregational.  Parents/guardians need only come to one 

session.  You will meet some of the OWL teaching team, learn about OWL values and assumptions and topics covered, and 

preview OWL materials.  The complete curriculum is available in the FCC church library if you would like to preview it at any 

time.  What a wonderful opportunity to share the gift of Our Whole Lives with the teens of our community!  Please contact 

Pastor Melanie (melanieo@fcceugene.org or 345-8741) if you have questions. 

mailto:cocopup@riousa.com
mailto:melanieo@fcceugene.org
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Interfaith Emergency Shelter 
 

Beginning Monday, February 13, our church will host the Interfaith Emergency Shelter.  For two weeks, our Fellowship Hall 

will be transformed into temporary housing for families experiencing homelessness in these trying economic times.  We are 

blessed to be able to open our building and our hearts to guests who face so many lossesðjobs and homes and often good 

health.  

 

On Sunday, January 22 we will begin volunteer signups for the shelter weeks. Weôll be asking for food donations. Weôll be 

asking for people to commit to serving breakfast and dinner, to help with childcare and cleaning, to spend the night, to drive 

the van to and from the day-shelter. And of course, weôll be asking for your prayers as we seek humbly and with gratitude to 

live out Jesusô call to follow. 

 

If you are able to donate food or time, you can sign up in the lobby after worship on January 22 and 29 and on February 5.  If 

you have questions, please phone Sara Burant (541-345-9042) or Ann Fidanque (541-485-0199). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Children’s Advent  

& Advent Festival 
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About Our People 

Return Service Requested  

Please hold in prayer . . . Viola Sears, who recovers at Good Samaritan Rehabilitation Center following a stroke . . 

. Wendy Saville, who recovers at home from surgery. 

 

And those who grieve the loss of loved ones . . . Peggy Flinn, whose sister Nancy Shipman died . . . Mary 

Nyquist Koons, whose mother Clareen Nyquist died. 

 

Birthday blessings to . . . Meta Toman, who will be 93 on December 28. 

 

Disciplines 
If you are interested in an ongoing, small group study, please come to an information meeting after worship on 

January 8.  The Disciplines groups will be open to newcomers, and a new evening group will be forming.  

Questions?  Contact Pastor Janet. 

 

Wreath Frames Recyclable 
Thanks to all of you who purchased Christmas wreaths from the cooperative of farm worker women, Mujeres 

Luchadores Progresistas in Woodburn.  We have learned that the wreath frames can be reused and will have a box in 

the church lobby to collect any that you want to recycle starting January 8 and ending January 29. 


