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Stewardship Update

Have you returned your giving card for 20122 the card still sitting on the desk with the

rest of the unfinished businessfave you just forgotten where you put the catd&ve yoJ
just not gotten around to filling it outPlave you filled it out but just keep forgetting to m

ail

or bring it to churchHave you not returned a card before and are still unsure what to o?

The Church Staff and Board are now beginning the process of creating a balanced b
2012.But if you dondét return your giving
on for next year? A prudent, balanced, faithful, ministgndmission supported bud
depends on every member and friend indicating what level of financial sup
possible.Just like in our homes, a budget cannot be guesswork.

Our stewardship goal is to receive 350 giving cards for 2@&k2far 250 have been receiv
which is ahead of last yeaiStill, we need those last 100 cards to come in ASAPRthis
point, every card and every amount matters.

Giving cards remain in the pew rack8ards can be returned in the offering or mailed tg

dget fc
ca
t
ort is

pd,

the

church office. You may also just call the office or bookkeeper and indicate your intentipn by

phone.

Letbdés just get this done!

Christmas Eve Services Saturday, Decembe

5 p.m. Family Service
Carol® Chi | dr e ndGhristhasgeeeaviessage
fi Mar y h ad Enaemiidea JoyfubNoise Choir
A A Wondr d@duwEsseniblerlayflaldNoise Choir, Youth Bell Choir
Nursery care available

10 p.m. Candlelight Service
Carol®y Christmas Eve Sermon
AScarborough Carol 06 ando @GhartedChSil e e p

AiOh Holy Ni ghbBdlShoit ent Night o

r 24

of
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Vi val di “ Gl

Presented on December 18

During morning worship
Choiro wildl present the ¢
a small instrumental ensemble, along with soloists Jan

o

Kirkpatrick and Heather Holmquest (University of Oregcq

graduate students), the singers of First Congregational
perform Gloria in excelsis by Antonio Vivaldi. Simply

known asthe Vi val di AnGl ori abo d

popularity, this piece is a wonderful example of lat¥vh at 0's

baroque | talian composing
employment at thePieta, a home for orphaned o

underprivileged girls. There are twelve movements whic

solos and <choir.
presentation by

i nclude

speci al 0

Search Committee

The Search Committee is pleased to share the news that we

wc}nin rv'fwe faur top candidates via Skype. For over an
c itte€ mEMmbers took turns asking questions, and the
candidates had their turn! How appropriate that

nhappesmet alunbgeAdvent, 8ghe segsanr of vmilyir@ @ndjexpec
forrGebtgenter gur hearts in gew ang sURPESIGWAYSi e d

e\r/]\?e are grateful t®on Gall (retired UCC pastor and member
his congregation), for pat
VW“erview, through which we refined our questions and g
comfortable with Skype technology (!).

ue to its outstanding
next? We mo v e on t

candjdates {p dearn mprejakoyt their skill gets;and gxpeyienge

d sacred service to you, the congregation. Thank you for

pray&rlof sipPoft Anbl truW it st weta@ so Gratsiulr  t 0
ur fAFestival Choir. o

Please stop by the Pastoral Search table in Fellowship Hall

Lane County
Leaders’ As

Lane County Leadersd Ass

service to enjoy a cup of coffee and chat with us about
searclh all comments and questions are welcome.

%auﬁe Iggvp 4ear¥u Committee member
embly b

rings together faith

exploratio® this experience of getting to know each othef

e think of this searchndcall process as a ministry of profound

have

narrowed our list of candidates. Over the first week of December,

hour
N the
his

ancy
by

of

few

o
a | di

your
s

after
the

labor, community organizations and educators to build
alliance for the common good. The next assembly will
held on Tuesday, January 24 fromr7@5 p.m. at First
United Methodist Church (1376 Olive St.). They wi
address issues of:

1 Safer Roads for Lane County Residents: Ensure
Driverb6s License Access
Social Services for Working Class Families in

Lane County: Urgent Funding Restoration fo
Centro LatinoAmericano

|l

Invited guests will include elected officials from City
County, and State Government. We would love to hav|
great representation from First Congregational.

February 10, 2011, our congregation hosted a sim

dlT

be
| Egan Warming Center
needs Volunteers!

Wiep the Aei‘"[leraﬂr"g JORS >Pe'°rw%38 degregs, churche
community centers In our area’open their doors to our neigh
who donét have an Iltiisncalledtiee Egal
Warming Center, and volunteers are always needdtkre is @
particular need for people to be on call for cleanup following €
,Egan Warming Center activation. Go to eganwarmingcenter

He Paul and to find out how you can get involved.
lar

5 and
bors
ace

ach
com

efer more information about this wonderful ministry of St. Vincent

event, and the challenges we faced then conti
now. Please prayerfully consider attending this importd
event in our community.For more information, contact
Pastor Melanie.

“1I mmi grant St

Bor der and 1 n

I n preparation for Ranfis
Villatoro and Katie Dwyer will lead an educational
forum on Al mmigrant Strug
County. o This session wi
on January 15 from 11:15 to 12:15.

e
It

National Youth Event

Leaders in the Central Pacific Conference are putting toget
delegation of interested youth (ages18) to attend the Unite
Church of Christ National Youth Event and would love to hav
[mab) Jurled refPesEnted a© pd3sibEnd Ndlor@ Youth
ntis July 1613, 2012 gt Purdue University in |ndianiis an
@5 Ever@ for ydwh @ortlallbvdr thy United States
g the%l éoer rV\éorghip, Awogkséh%)ﬁ,l faith, fun and fello
S i[ﬁ egistration for the &vent is &425 (includes food
lodgingd the CPC is working on air fare costsh‘.g/ou.have an
Bitbr&sf ple@sé cohtéeftorBRIAnbE T an In
1 be hel d i the Wheeler

Ev
AM

n R

per a
)
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At Educafigy

December 18,2011 . Beginning January 8 at 9 a.m.
Themefi God Wi th Uso

Luke 1:2638 First Light: Jesus and the Kingdom of God

2 Samuel 7:111, 16 A video study with two of the| wor

Psalm 89:14, 1926 Borg and John Dominic Crossan) on location throughout Galilee gnd

Romans 16:227 Jerusalem.

Why did Jesus happen when he happened?

December 25, 2011 Why did the Kingdom movement of Jesus begin in tiny
Themedd Si ng with Joyo villages around the Lake?

Psalm 98 What were the priorities of the Jesus Kingdom movemerjt?

Isaiah 52:710 Why were the Romans not laughing?

Hebrews 1:4 (512) . .

John 1:114 Everything You Have Wanted to Know About the Bible But Just

Never Asked
A discussion series witPastor Greg exploring questions like:

January 1, 2012 _ . Did Moses write the Books of Moses in the Bible?
ThemeriCal | ed to Giflto If they wrote it in Hebrew, where did all the Greek

Luke 2:2240 come from?

Isaiah 61:1662:3 Was it really an apple tree Adam and Eve ate from?

Psalm 148 How big was Noahos floatihg z

Galatians 4:47 Which sea did the Israelites cross?

Did God sanction ethnic cleansing?
Did God make a bet with Satan?

January~8, 2012 . . N Was Jesus born of a virgin?
Themei New Beginningso What 6s the difference between

Mark 1:411 Who killed Jesus?
Genesis 1:b
Psalm 29
Acts 19:17 FCC Fun Night
January 15, 2012 Epiphany Celebration
ThemeiCal | ed and Rgcall edo—._.
Psalm 139:8, 1318 °Frlday—January 6
1 Samuel 3:110 (1%20) Join us on Friday, January 6 for the celebration of Epiphany in|the
1 Corinthians 6:1220 Fellowship Hall from 68 p.m. The season of Christmas ends when,
John 1:4361 as the story goes, the three Kings arrived in Bethlehem to rever¢ the
baby Jesus.
January 22, 2012 A simple supper will be provided (donation of $2.50 person/$10{00
Themefi Movi ng Forwarfd@amily), followed by festivitfes
Mark 1:1420 bring a small branch or remnant of your Christmas tree.
Jonah 3:35, 10 All ages are welcome to help us conclude this beautiful segson
Psalm 62512 together_
1 Corinthians 7:231
January 29, 2012 ;
Themei Wi t h Aut hori tlyo Game nght
Mark 1:2128 Wednesday, January 11
Deuteronomy 18:1-20

Psalm 111 Our third Game Night will be held on Wednesday, January 11 at $:30
1 Corinthians 8:13 p.m. in the Barber Room (downstdrenter through the Atrium
doors). This is a growing group that enjoys playing games with| all
age® lots of fun and laughter abounds! Bring a game and join in the
fun! For more information, conta€tarol Faller or Pastor Janet.
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Advent Festi val T han

K S

éeto all those who shared their festive energy and t

spirit of the season continue for all throughout Advent and Christmas.

Imagine a World: Christmas Special Offering December 18

We celebrate the birth of Jesus with a gift for the world! During worship on December 18, we lift up in pray|

er and

give generously to two special offerings of the United Church of Christ: Neighbors in Need and The Chilistmas

Fund. Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of justice
compassion throughout the United States. -thivd of NIN funds support the Council for American India
Ministry (CAIM). Two-t hi rds of the offering is wused by th
support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projdmChristmas Fund offers
onetime and ongoing assistance to retired United Church of Christ clergy who live on very small incomes.
years of faithful service to the church, many clergy find that retirement incomes are not enough to survi
Christmas Fund provides extra support in difficult times.

Our collective gift to the Christ Child is a gift to our neighbors, near and far. Please give generously on De
18.

and
N
e ucC

After
e. The

cember

Caroling Party—December 18-5:30-8 p.m.

Bring your joyful voices and favorite instruments to our Caroling Party/Soup & Dessert Supper on Siéinday,

December 18. We will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m. for a soup and bread supper, a quick refrg
our favorite traditional carols, a musical stroll through the neighborhood, and a festive dessert upon our r
the church, with a departure by 8 p.m. You rigy up in the lobby in December to share your favorite soup
or bread with the caroling crew. All are asked to bring a dessert to share after we carol. This multi
generational event is a real heartwarming experience for all. Please plan on joining us in song and frien
Sunday, December 18. (Bring your umbrellas, flashlights and favorite instruments!)

Advent Taizé Service, Wednesday, December 21 at 6 p.m.

bsher of
bturn to

Iship on

So often the world around us is impatient to experience the shiny brightness of Christmas and overlook the deep

shadows and healing afdvent: the Waiting Timed a time of reflection when we are so hungry for meaning.
FCUCC, we hope to gather in this seasdmonoring the depth of darkness and the gift of simplicity, practic
prayer and generosity, and experiencing the gl o
honoring of this Waiting Time oWednesday evening, December 21 at 6 p.m., when we will gather in the
Chapel for a powerful, contemplative service of Taizé chants and Advent readings, for candle lightin
anointing with oil.

The Advent and Christmas seasons can feel so loud and overwhelming, while our souls hunger for reflec
healing in this dark time of the year. All ages are welcome to be present for a beautiful evening of song,
and silence. Childcare will be provided. For more information, coPi&tir Melanie.

At
ng

wi ng
g and

lion and
prayer,
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Earth Stewardship News

Thanks to all who participated in the Novembef #.0F CC Beyond Commi ngl e Recycl i ng
bags of material out of the landfill including three large bags of just lids. Great job everyone. Our next events vilieb
following dates:January 8, March 18, and May 6, so get them on your calendar now. There are reminder lists on the
and in other places around the church.

The way we set it up this time made it easier for everyone to sort their own stuff, leaving time for the Master Rec
answer questions and sort the difficult items. The January event will take place in the atrium lobby, where we can ik
will offer more opportunity for discussion around recycling. ThankBdb andJoy Ziehl for taking many of the clean plasti
bags to the Eugene Public Library for reuse.

One of the hard things to remember is that everything needs to be CLEAN. Some materials that could have been re
to be land filled this time because they were dirty. The word recycled indicates that the materials collected will e 1
some form to make new products, making contamination
it clean, throw it out. Having done that, give yourself a pat on the back for all you are willing to do and forgive faur
not being perfect.

There is a new problem in recycling: compostable items. These items look like clear plastic and say compostable on
bad part is that they are made of materials that will break down given the right circumstances, making them a bad co
in the plastic stream. At this event we found glasses, tubs, lids and clamshells mostly coming from Market of Choice
this material. These at recyclable and are only compostable in an industrial setting. So watch out for these and &
retailer to provide a way to take them back so they can be composted. There will be a display of these at th¥ daenary

Dishwashers still needed . . .

We still need dishwashers for fellowship hour, so if that is something you can commit to once a month for a yEerrigi
Brown a call 541741-1543 orcocopup@riousa.comlit is our goal to have three people on a Sunday so folks can rotate

0 Eve
b on
kiosk

clers to
varm an

N
9

cycled had
eused

wi t h
elf

hem. The
htaminant
made of
sk the

8

Ve
| take

breaks, be gone and still have two sets of hands to get it done with a smile. By washing dishes we help our churddlsave $1,0

a year in paper products, which we can all be proud of.

Blessings to all on behalf of the FCC Earth Stewardship Team
Terri Brown

Our Whole Lives for High School
Youth in Grades 1€12 Begins in January!

For the past few months, youth leaders from First United Methodist Church, First Christian Church, the Unitarian Uni
Chur ch, and our own First Congregational UCC church

bersalist
fami |l

Sexuality and Our Faitho gr o-l12p We are delightgdho bsing louw gouth ana leadgrs i n

together. Our Whole Lives Sexuality and Our Faith (OWL) is a positive, comprehensive, arappggpriate educationa
program that promotes sexual healfhhe curriculum is based on four primary goats: provide accurate, developmental
appropriate information;to increase selésteem and understand relationships with and responsibilities toward otbe
develop interpersonal skills including communication, decisiaking and problersolving; and to teach responsibility fo
personal health and safetYur desire is to include as many youth from our congregatiamsl beyond as would like to
participate in this great joint endeavor.

The group will meet seven times beginning January 10 and concluding March 13, including a retreat on MarchAH #rel |
meetings (with the exception of the retreat), will be here at First Congregational Di6@r will be servedPlease shareith
with families who you think would be interestethterested parents/guardians are invited to a required parent orienig&o
have two opportunities for the orientatiorithursday evening, January 5, from-8 p.m. at First United Methodist Church,
or Sunday evening, January 8, from-8 p.m. here at First Congregational.Parents/guardians need only come to or]
session. You will meet some of the OWL teaching team, learn about OWL values and assumptions and topics cove
preview OWL materialsThe complete curriculum is available in the FCC church library if you would like to preview it al
time. What a wonderful opportunity to share the gift of Our Whole Lives with the teens of our commerhéigte contact

y
S,

e
red, and
| any

Pastor Melanie (melanieo@fcceugene.ooy 3458741) if you have questions.
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Interfaith Emergency Shelter

Beginning Monday, February 13, our church will host the Interfaith Emergency Shelter. For two weeks, our Fellowship Hall
will be transformed into temporary housing for families experiencing homelessness in these trying economic times. | We are

[oN

blessed to be able to open our building and our hearts to guests who face so madyjdbssasd homes and often goo
health.

On Sunday, January 22 we wil/ begin volunteer signugs f
asking for people to commit to serving breakfast and dinner, to help with childcare and cleaning, to spend the night,|to driv
the van to and fromthe dayhel t er . And of course, weol |l be asking or
Il ive out Jesus6 call to follow.

If you are able to donate food or time, you can sign up in the lobby after worship on January 22 and 29 and on Febryary 5. |

you have questions, please ph&aea Burant (541-3459042) orAnn Fidanque (541-485-0199).

Chil dr en
& Advent Festival




SHALOM

Non-Profit Organization|
U.S. Postage
Paid
Permit No. 23
Eugene, Oregon

Return Service Requested
First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
1050E. 23rd Street
Eugene, OR 97405

Mail
Address
Here

SHALOM SHALOM

About Our People

Please hold in prayer . . . Viola Sears, who recovers at Good Samaritan Rehabilitation Center following a strd
. Wendy Saville, who recovers at home from surgery.

And those who grieve the loss of loved ones . . . Peggy Flinn, whose sisteNancy Shipman died. . . Mary
Nyquist Koons, whose mothe€lareen Nyquist died.

Birthday blessings to . . . Meta Toman, who will be 93 on December 28.

Disciplines

If you are interested in an ongoing, small group study, please come to an information meeting after wg

ke

rship on

January 8. The Disciplines groups will be open to newcomers, and a new evening group will be forming.

Questions? Conta®tastor Janet.

Wreath Frames Recyclable

Thanks to all of you who purchased Christmas wreaths from the cooperative of farm worker women,

Mujeres

Luchadores Progresistas in Woodburn. We have learned that the wreath frames can be reused and will haje a box i

the church lobby to collect any that you want to recycle starting January 8 and ending January 29.




