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ñWe are called by God to be a Christian Church, seeking to live Jesusô vision of community and mission...ò 

 

Advent Calendar 
 

 November 29   First Sunday of Advent 

    Intergenerational Sunday Schoolð9 a.m.  
     

 December 6  Second Sunday of Advent 

    Advent pageant begins during worship  

    Advent Festival after worship 

    Giving Tree available    

    Wreaths available for pickup 
 

 December  9  Advent Taize Service 6 p.m. 
 

 December 13  Third Sunday in Advent 

    Advent pageant during worship    

    Poinsettia delivery to homebound 

    ñFill the Freezerò ðSt. Vincent DePaul 
 

 December 18  Lunch and LearnðMusic by the Jewel Tones: 

    Debi Noel, Jennifer Sellers, & Donna Courtell 
 

        December 20  Fourth Sunday in Advent 

    Advent Pageant during worship   

    Special offering: Neighbors in Need/Christmas Fund 

    Giving Tree gifts due    

    Caroling Party  5:30 p.m. 
 

 December 24  Christmas Eve Services at 5 & 10 p.m. 
 

 December 27  No Education classes 
 

 January 3  Final segment of the Advent Pageant 
 

 January 8  Epiphany Celebration 6 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

Advent Festival 2009 
Our favorite Holiday tradition  

 

Share the Spirit of the Holiday with your church family at our Advent Festival on December 6 during 

Fellowship Hour.  Please bring your favorite item to share for the potluck.  Christmas crafts, activities, 

and hospitality abound.  Our annual event is sure to get you in the Christmas mood.  Please join us and 

bring your friends.  We look forward to seeing you. 



 

SHALOM  SHALOM  

Lunch and Learn 
 

Mark your calendars for Friday, December 18 so you donôt miss the fabulous Jewel Tones, who will sing at our gathering.  

The Jewel Tones are comprised of our own Jennifer Sellers and Debi Noel (of Joyful Noise fame) and their friend Donna 

Coutrell .  Their voices blend in beautiful harmony and have been compared to the Andrews Sisters. 
 

So, come for the potluck lunch at noon and stay for the program.  We may even sing a carol or two as we celebrate the season. 

 

Intergenerational Sunday SchoolðNovember 29 
 

On the first Sunday of Advent, November 29, we will be gathering by ñfamilyò in the Fellowship Hall for Sunday School from 

9-9:50 a.m.  This will be an opportunity for children and youth to join with parents, brothers, sisters, and other adults within 

our congregation to sing, learn, create and shareðfocused around our lectionary text in an informal and meaningful way.  Join 

us as we gather together on this first morning of Advent.   

Caroling PartyðDecember 20  

5:30-8:00 p.m. 
 

Bring your joyful voices and favorite instrument to our 

Caroling Party/Soup Supper on Sunday, December 20.  We 

will gather in Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m. for a quick refresher 

of our favorite traditional carols, a soup and bread supper, then 

a musical stroll through the neighborhood, and a festive dessert 

upon our return to the church.  You may sign up in the lobby in 

December to share your favorite soup or bread with the 

caroling crew.  All are asked to bring a dessert to share after we 

carol.   

 

This multi-generational event is a real heartwarming experience 

for all.  Please plan on joining us in song and friendship, 

Sunday, December 20, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

The Giving Tree  
 

One way we can embody the simple truth of the birth of the 

Christ Child is by reaching out to those who feel abandoned, 

forgotten, invisible, or despised.   
 

The Giving Tree will be in the Peter Horn Lounge again 

beginning December 6, heavy with tags each indicating an 

individual from Eugene Rehabilitation Center, Southside 

Rehabilitation Center, Royal Avenue Shelter, or Safe Haven.  

These are our neighbors who are disabled, the fragile 

elderly, chronically mentally ill, or struggling with 

substance abuse addictions.  You are invited to take a tag (or 

more than one), purchase the gift/gifts indicated, and return 

it by Sunday morning, December 20. Last year families, 

groups of friends, Dinner for Eight groups, book groups, and 

other small groups within the church joined together to 

sponsor individuals.  Personal cards to the recipients are 

always deeply appreciated. 
 

The Giving Tree is a great way to model to children the real 

meaning of the season when there is so much pressure for 

those who have much already to accumulate more.  For 

more ideas, or if you have questions, contact the Giving 

Tree coordinator Mary Mowday  (485-6509) or Pastor 

Melanie (345-8741). 

 

The Giving Tree Keeps Giving . . . 

When the tags have all been taken, we welcome your gifts of 

socks, gloves, slippers, mittens, hats, and scarves so that the 

Giving Tree can keep on giving!  These items will be given 

to First Place Family Center for struggling families in our 

community. 

Advent Taize Service 
 

So often the world around us is impatient to experience the 

shiny brightness of Christmas and overlook the deep shadows 

and healing of Advent: the Waiting Time, a time of reflection 

when we are so hungry for meaning. At FCC, we hope to 

gather in this seasonðhonoring the depth of darkness and the 

gift of simplicity, practicing prayer and generosity, and 

experiencing the glowing light of Christ's hope for our world.  

We invite you into the honoring of this Waiting Time on 

Friday evening, December 9 at 6 p.m., when we will gather 

in the sanctuary for a powerful, contemplative service of Taize 

chants and Advent readings, for candle lighting and anointing 

with oil.  
 

The Advent and Christmas seasons can feel so loud and 

overwhelming, while our souls hunger for reflection and 

healing in this dark time of the year.  All ages are welcome to 

be present for a beautiful evening of song, prayer, and silence.  

Childcare will also be provided.  For more information, contact 

Pastor Melanie. 

Fill the FreezerðDecember 13 
 

On Sunday, December 13, we will participate in St. Vincent 

de Paulôs program to collect turkeys for holiday food boxes.  

There will also be a bin to collect canned & boxed goods 

(suggestions include pumpkin, yams, olives, cranberry 

sauce, boxed Jell-O and stuffing).  Bring a frozen turkey to 

church on the 13thðhelp us fill the freezer! 



 

       Christmas Special Offering to be received on December 20 
 

It is our tradition to give a special offering the Sunday closest to Christmas.  This offering is divided between two ministries 

of the United Church of Christ:  Neighbors in Need and The Christmas Fund. 

 

Each year, two-thirds of Neighbors in Need (NIN) supports program initiatives and direct grants offered by the UCCôs 

Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM); including hunger action programs, policy advocacy, just peace ministries and 

community organizing. One-third supports the work of the UCCôs Council for American Indian Ministries and its direct 

support of 20 American Indian congregations throughout the UCC. 

 

ñMany of us wonder how we can really make a difference in the world,ò says Bernice Powell Jackson, JWMôs executive 

minister. ñHow can we work for world peace? How can we help end hunger? How can we support justice and fairness? 

Well, a gift to Neighbors in Need is something concrete that we all can do. It allows our churchôs voice to be heard and our 

caring to be felt.ò 

 

Last year, UCC members gave over one million dollars to NIN. Less than six percent of receipts were spent on promotional 

costs, says William Morgan, the UCCôs chief financial officer, making it a ñremarkable investmentò of UCC membersô 

dollars. 

 

The Christmas Fund (the recipient of the other half of our Christmas gift) gives grants to cover healthcare and living 

expenses for retired clergy of the United Church of Christ who live on very low incomes.  These devoted servants of the 

church appreciate our gifts, especially given this difficult financial time. 

 

This Advent season, please consider a generous gift to these life-giving ministries. 

SHALOM  

 

Christmas Eve Services            Thursday, December 24 
 

5 p.m. Family Service 

CarolsðChildrenôs PageantðChristmas Eve Message 

ñA Child is Bornò by Virginia StarlingðEnsemble 

ñPeace, Peace/Silent NightòðEnsemble, Joyful Noise Choir, Youth Bell Choir 

Nursery care available 

 

10 p.m. Candlelight Service 

CarolsðChristmas Eve Sermon 

ñAngels We Have Heard on HighòðBell Choir 

ñAngels from the Realmsò by Virginia Starling and ñAll Through the NightòðChancel Choir 

 

 

Focus on Stewardship 
 

 ñFrom Jesusô fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.ò    John 1:16 
 

Consecration Sunday, November 15, has come and gone.  It was a glorious celebration of the renewing of our shared com-

mitment to support and advance the mission of this church.  We hope you were all there to take in the beautiful music and 

inspiring message and share the wonderful meal and fellowship that followed. 
 

The pledges received during the service have brought us just over half way to our goal of receiving 350 commitment cards.  

If you were not able to be a part of the Consecration Sunday ritual, commitment cards are still available in the pew racks, 

and completed cards can be placed in the offering plate.  You can also call the office (345-8741) and request that a card be 

mailed to you. 
 

As the Church Board now begins the work of building a budget for 2010, every commitment card matters.  If you have not 

already done so, please return your commitment card as soon as you possibly can. 
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Egan Warming Center:   

Outreach to the Homeless in 

Severe Weather 
The Egan Warming Center is a coalition of community 

members representing service providers, religious congrega-

tions, nonprofits, and social activist communities and local 

government who have come together to ensure that homeless 

people have shelter during extreme cold weather.  Named in 

honor of Major Thomas Egan, a kindly gentleman who froze 

to death during a cold spell in 2008, the Warming Center 

mission is simple:  to ensure that homeless people in Lane 

County have a place to sleep indoors when temperatures drop 

to 28 degrees or below between November 15 and March 31.   
 

There are four congregations who have agreed to open their 

buildings when the temperatures drop.  Unlike the Interfaith 

Family Shelter (which we will host in the spring and operates 

by the volunteers of the host congregation), the Egan Warming 

Center will operate with a core group of trained, committed, 

ongoing volunteers who will be available as much as possible 

when called to serve.   
 

In addition to contributing financially to this initiative, FCCôs 

Mission Committee would like to encourage congregation 

members and friends to consider volunteering in this important 

ministry of life-giving hospitality.  The volunteer training 

dates now scheduled are for December 5 and 9.  To learn more 

and to sign up to volunteer, go to the Egan Warming Center 

website at eganwarmingcenter.org or contact Pastor Melanie. 

Caring for Someone who is Ill  

with Pandemic H1N1 Flu 

The CDC recommends these guidelines for caring for 

someone who is ill with the pandemic H1N1 flu: 

  

§ First, check with the health care provider about any 

special care the person may need for certain health 

conditions such as pregnancy, diabetes, heart disease, 

asthma or emphysemaðand to determine if the sick 

person should take antiviral medication. 
 

§ Treat the flu sufferer with over-the-counter pain and 

fever relievers, such as acetaminophen or ibuprofen, but 

NEVER give aspirin to children or teenagers. This can 

cause a serious illness called Reye's Syndrome. 
 

§ Do not give children younger than four years of age over

-the-counter cold medications without first checking 

with their health care provider. 
 

§ Avoid being face-to-face with the sick person and try to 

provide good ventilation.  
 

§ Wash your hands after touching the sick person and keep 

surfaces clean. Discard tissues into a proper receptacle. 
 

§ Keep the sick person at home but away from others in 

the house as much as possible, at least until fever is 

absent for 24 hours. 
 

§ Make sure the sick person drinks plenty of liquids. 
 

It cannot be emphasized enough that people with either 

pandemic H1N1 flu or seasonal flu shed virus and may be 

able to infect others from one day before getting sick until 5-

7 days after onset of symptoms. If you get sick, remember to 

stay home (and keep sick children home) until free from 

fever for at least 24 hours. 

  

Kathy Springate,  Parish Nurse 

Pizza 

 

And  

 

Pumpkins 

 

October 30 

 


