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                                                                      October 25, 2009 

“We are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church seeking to live Jesus’ vision of inclusive community and mission.” 

 

Consecration Sunday—November 15 
―From Jesus’ fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.‖  

                                                                         John 1:16 
 

Inspiring Worship 

Powerful ―Ritual of Giving‖ 

Family–style lunch in Fellowship Hall 
(watch for signups in the Sunday bulletin) 

 
 

Please join us for our annual Ritual of Giving that will be part of worship on 

Consecration Sunday, November 15.  This is the day when we declare ourselves to 

be stewards of our church and make our financial commitments to our faith commu-

nity.   

 

The theme of our 2010 Stewardship Season comes from the gospel of John 1:16: 

“From Jesus’ fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”  This passage reminds 

us of the many ways that God has blessed each of our lives and encourages us to 

consider the most faithful and generous ways we can give our best back to God.   

 

On November 15 you will find pledge cards in the pews.  We ask that you prayerfully 

consider your 2010 pledge during the weeks prior to Consecration Sunday. We hope 

you will attend the 10:00 a.m. service that morning and bring your pledge forward for 

consecration. As you ponder your decision, think of all the ways your pledge is used: 

to provide food for the hungry; supply shelter for the homeless; provide respite care 

for foster children; support a rich music program, spirit-filled Sunday school and 

youth programs, and outreach ministries beyond our church—providing grace upon 

grace. We hope and pray that you can help the church plan for its 2010 budget by 

returning your pledge on November 15. 

 

Over the last few years, the numbers of pledges and the dollars pledged have 

decreased.  This year we have set a goal to increase the number of pledges received to 

350. To reach this goal, we need every member/family to contribute as the fullness of 

grace allows. Can we count on you? 

 

Please come and share in this year’s stewardship celebration.  In addition to our ritual 

of giving, worship will include our talented choirs. Following worship, everyone is 

invited to gather downstairs for a traditional family-style luncheon.                                                      
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                        H1N1 
 

Well, H1N1 is here and is already in epidemic numbers, 

according to the Center for Disease Control. 
 

It is important to pay attention to the media coverage of what is 

known about the infection, as well as vaccine information.  

Because this is a new, unpredictable virus, and the vaccine is 

not yet widely available, Pastor Greg and I have submitted a 

response plan to the Church Board.  The plan has the 

appropriate and prudent steps to be taken depending on the 

course and severity of the epidemic.  For now, the response 

includes the following: 
 

§ There will be no communion in November; 
 

§ During Fellowship Hour children will receive their snack 

in individual cups; 
 

§ The custodial staff have received new training on the 

sanitizing of restrooms, kitchens, children’s areas & door 

handles and light switches; 
 

§ Staff are keeping careful track of numbers and will cancel 

any group when it seems prudent; 
 

§ Health Department recommendations are being monitored 

and will be followed. 
 

It is important that we do not over react.  But, we can be wise in 

our “gatherings” as a church.  And we can ALL continue to 

take control personally: 
 

§ Don’t come to church if you are experiencing a sore throat, 

cough and/or fever; 
 

§ If your child has been exposed, don’t bring them to church 

until you are sure they have not been infected; 
 

§ Call the church office (345-8741) if you have been 

diagnosed with H1N1; 
 

§ Cover your cough or sneeze with something other than 

your hand; 
 

§ Be mindful about not putting your hands near your mouth 

or rubbing your eyes; 
 

§ HAND WASH, HAND WASH, HAND WASH! 
 

Experts predicted this was coming, and we’ve learned how to 

contain the virus.  A vaccine has been developed and is arriving 

soon.  What a blessing! 
 

Kathy Springate,  Parish Nurse 

SHALOM 

 

Young Adult Ministries  
 

FCC Young Adult Ministries reach out to young adults ages 

18 to 30 with opportunities for spiritual growth and spiritual 

community. There are two opportunities for connection: 

 

ñLiving the Questions: Lunch and Conversationò 
Following worship on November 1 and December 13, all 

young adults are warmly invited to join Pastor Melanie and 

Kimberley Parzuchowski for lunch and “Living the 

Questions,” a spiritual formation opportunity that helps us 

explore the Christian faith and what it means in our day-to-

day living, relationships and life choices. 

 

ñOur Wholes Lives Sexuality and our Faithò Our Whole 

Lives is a lifespan comprehensive sexuality education 

curriculum that helps us make connections between our 

sexuality and our values and faith commitments. A new 

component of the curriculum is for young adults, and we 

have a whole team of facilitators trained and excited to bring 

this extraordinary program to young adults ages 18 to 30. 

The 14-session program will be spread throughout the school 

year. Contact Pastor Melanie for more information. 

 

Fourth Grade Bibles 
 

Congratulations to the following youth who received Bibles 

during the worship service on October 18:  Grayson Druffel, 

Sophia Filip, Ilsa Frazer, Alyssa Kennett, Connor Marsh, 

B.J. Sauter, and Brenna Stramler 

Automatic Pledge Payments 
 

Our automatic pledge payments through electronic funds 

transfers (EFT) are working very well.  If you wish to continue 

for your 2010 pledge, we will need to update your information. 

FCC bookkeeper Sue Carey will be contacting you.  If you are 

not a current participant and wish to enroll, please call Sue 

(345-8741). 

 

Congregational Preschool  
 

There are currently three openings in the Congregational 

Preschool:  two in the Tuesday-Thursday 3’s and one in the 

Monday through Friday 4’s.  If you are interested, or know 

someone that is, please contact Pastor Janet. 

 

Helping Hands 

Giving Hearts 
 

Advent Festival—Volunteers Needed 
 

Plan to help with our traditional advent festivities (held this 

year on Sunday, December 6).  Sign up in the lobby following 

worship on November 8 & 15 to assist with crafts, activities, 

kitchen help, preparations prior to the event, etc.  Your gift of 

time will certainly warm your heart at our annual fellowship 

event.  Thanks in advance for signing up to help! 
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      Lectionary Texts 
 

Clark RoomðVoyagers 

A Bible study that uses the lectionary or sermon text of the day. 

 

Wheeler RoomðñBiblical Bearings for Bonehead Christiansòð 

thru November 22  

An elementary introduction to the Bible. 

 

Peter Horn LoungeðñLiving the Questionsòðthru November 22 
A seven-part video/discussion series with topics including:  

Prayer: Intimacy with God    

Compassion: The Heart of Jesus’ Ministry 

Creative Transformation  

Embracing Mystery 

    Lectionary Texts 

November 1, 2009 
 Theme: “Wherever You Goò 

  Ruth 1:1-8 

  Psalm 146 

  Hebrews 9:11-14 

  Mark 12:28-34 
   

November 8, 2009 
         Theme: “Risk and Restorationò 

  Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 

  Psalm 127 

  Hebrews 9:24-28 

  Mark 12:38-44 
 

November 15, 2009 
 Theme: “Praise the Holy Oneò 

  1 Samuel 1:4-20 

  Psalm 16 

  Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25 

  Mark 13:1-8 
 

November 22, 2009 
         Theme: “A Wise Reign” 

  John 18:33-37 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 

  Psalm 132:1-12, (13-08) 

  Revelations 1:4b-8 
 

 November 29, 2009 

 Theme: “Sign of Things to Come” 

  Luke 21:25-36 

  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

  Psalm 25:1-10 

  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Opportunities for  

Education and Fellowship 
 

Check out these opportunities for education and fellowship! 
 

Womenôs Fellowship Groupð1st Sunday evening of every month 

at 7 p.m. in the Wheeler Room  
All women are invited to this spiritual journey and friendly gathering, 

which meets the first Sunday evening of each month from 7-8:30 p.m. 
 

Menôs Bible StudyðEach Wednesday at 7 a.m. in the Clark 

Room 

All men are invited as the group talks about the upcoming lectionary 

text for Sunday.  There’s coffee and great dialogue!  
 

Womenôs Bible StudyðEvery Wednesday at 2 p.m. in the 

Sojourners Room 

All women are invited as the group talks about the upcoming 

lectionary text for Sunday.  This is a great opportunity to prepare for 

Sunday morning! 
 

Menôs Groupð2nd & 4th Mondays of the month at 7 p.m. 

All men are invited to this twice-a-month meeting where discussion 

centers on life issues, spirituality, politics, etc. 
 

Knit, Snip & QuiltðEach Thursday at 9 a.m.ðSojourners Room 

Longtime and first-time quilters are invited to join this group—or 

anyone who wants to bring their own project to work on while 

enjoying the fellowship of others. 
 

Contact the church office (345-8741) if you have questions about any 

All classes begin at 9 a.m. Sunday morning 

 

Senior High Coast Retreat 
 

It is time for the annual High School Coast Retreat! The retreat is 

open to all high school students. Join us on November 6-8 for a 

relaxing time to play, sing, reflect, enjoy yummy food, and make new 

friends.  We will leave Friday, November 6 at 5 p.m. and return on 

Sunday, November 8 at 1 p.m. 

Middle and High School  

Parent Meeting after worship 

on November 22 
 

Please join FCC youth staff and members of the 

Family Ministries Committee for a conversation about 

youth ministry and needs of parents of teens in the 

church.  We will gather after worship in the Wheeler 

Room.  Please call the church office (345-8741) if you 

have children who need supervision during the 

meeting.   

Interfaith Food Drive 
Watch your Sunday announcement page for 

information about FCC’s participation in Food for 

Lane County’s Interfaith Food Drive.  Items we will 

be collecting include: black olives, green beans, 

corn, cranberries, chicken broth, fruit/fruit cocktail, 

instant jello, canned yams, stuffing mix and 

macaroni and cheese. 
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Birthday blessings to . . .  Alton Baker, who will be 90 on November 15. 

 

Please pray for . . . Shannon Powell, who grieves the death of her grandfather . . . Wendy Saville and Bill Flinn, as they 

recover from surgeries. 

About Our People 

Return Service Requested  

Intergenerational Sunday School—November 29 
 

On the first Sunday of Advent, November 29, we will be gathering by “family” in the Fellowship Hall for Sunday School from 

9:00-9:50 a.m.  This will be an opportunity for children and youth to join with parents, brothers, sisters, and other adults within 

our congregation to sing, learn, create and share—focused around our lectionary text in an informal and meaningful way.  Join 

us as we gather together on this first morning of Advent.  If you are interested in donating wired greenery for making advent 

wreaths, please contact Robin Francisco (345-8741) or drop it by the church office before November 22. 

 
 

Folk Art Fellowship—Candle Dipping in November 
 

Dip and decorate candles (& get your exercise) with Terri Brown, who will join us on Monday, November 30 from 6:30-

8:30 p.m. in the Clark Room (atrium entrance) for our monthly Folk Art Fellowship gathering.  Affectionately called “play time 

for grown-ups,” this crafting session includes instruction and supplies for a project that will be completed that evening. You are 

also welcome to bring a project (knitting, stitching, etc.) of your choice to work on while others complete the group activity.  
 

Please contact George Maddox or the church office (345-8741) if you have any questions.  Check the kiosk upstairs for further 

information and/or to sign up. This will help us in planning for supply needs, but signup is not required.  We want you to “drop 

by” as the creative opportunity moves you on Monday, November 30. 


