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Focus on Stewardship
While stewardship at First Congregational Church is a year-round activity, fall is the
time we call Stewardship Season because now is when we ask you to focus on
renewing your giving commitments for the new year ahead. The scripture theme for
this year’s campaign is taken from John 1:16:

“From Jesus’ fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”

This passage reminds us that God is the source of all we have and giving back a
portion of what we have been given is central to our faith.

The past year has posed a real challenge for our church financially, as pledges fell
off significantly from previous years. Undoubtedly, this situation was brought on in
part by fear and uncertainty about the economy and how it might affect each of us.
Now that the economy appears to have stabilized, we pray that you will be able to
consider, with greater certainty and confidence, how you will support the church in
2010.

To measure our progress in recovering to the levels of stewardship demonstrated in
the past, we have set a goal to increase the number of pledges received to 300. This
is an ambitious goal, and we ask everyone to help reach it. Reflect on the reality that
we have all received grace upon grace, and that being stewards requires grace-filled
giving. Then join in making a pledge that is faith-driven, not economy/market-
driven.

Please put Consecration Sunday, November 15 on your calendar. It will be the day
to celebrate our life together as a church, our stewardship commitments, and the
“grace upon grace we have all received.”

John Soper, Stewardship Co-Chair

Bring a Friend to Sunday School and Worship

On October 25 all children, youth and adults are invited to bring a friend to the 9:00
a.m. education hour and 10:00 a.m. worship hour. The Sunday school classes will
be getting the word out by making posters and signs encouraging the entire
congregation to join in their efforts to pack our classrooms and pews on this day.
Let’s share with our friends the joyful and meaningful energy our congregation
gives to us each week.
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Young Adult Ministries
Provides Opportunities for Faith Formation and Connecting!

FCC Young Adult Ministries reach out to young adults ages 18 to 30 with opportunities for spiritual growth and
spiritual community. There are two opportunities for connection:

“Living the Questions: Lunch and Conversation” Following worship on November 1, and December 13, all
young adults are warmly invited to join Pastor Melanie and Kimberley Parzuchowski for lunch and “Living the
Questions,” a spiritual formation opportunity that helps us explore the Christian faith and what it means in our day-
to-day living, relationships and life choices.

“Our Wholes Lives Sexuality and our Faith” Our Whole Lives is a lifespan comprehensive sexuality education
curriculum that helps us make connections between our sexuality and our values and faith commitments. A new
component of the curriculum is for young adults, and we have a whole team of facilitators trained and excited to
bring this extraordinary program to young adults ages 18 to 30. Sunday, October 25, from 4-6 p.m. in the Wheeler
Room, there will be an orientation session for Our Whole Lives. After that initial session, young adults are
encouraged to make a decision about whether or not they would like to continue with the 14-session program that
will be spread throughout the school year. Suzanne Congdon Garritty, Jeneka Joyce, Jake LeMasson, Don
Gall and Pastor Melanie will be leading this group. Contact Pastor Melanie for more information.

Please share these young adult ministry opportunities with the young adults in your life!

SMART Reading

Program Begins Helping Hands

If you are interested in participating in the SMART GIVlng Hearts
Reading Program (one-on-one reading with elementary

students), the contact number for Eugene-Springfield

volunteers is 726-3302. Volunteers Needed

. Take a moment to think about your priorities—and
Gordians your church. Then complete the “Time & Talent”
volunteer form (available on the lobby tables or in
All are invited to join the potluck/social gathering called | the church office) and commit to making your
Gordians. It is a wonderful way to meet new church [ church programs a success. Put your energy here!
friends and keep in touch with others. Bring a dish to (Thanks in advance to those who have already
share and come at noon on Friday, October 16 to the submitted their form.)

Wheeler Room. Questions? Contact Pastor Janet.

Composting and Earth Pledge
Leadership Wanted for the Greening of FCC!

Would you like to be a part of a group that provides leadership to support our FCC church family in making our
collective and separate carbon footprint ever gentler on the earth? Some are already working on composting/
recycling/reducing the use of disposables during fellowship events, and there is also interest in leading a group that
would provide mutual support and guidance to those interested in reducing their carbon footprint. If you would like
to be a part of this, please contact Pastor Melanie.
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Volunteers needed!

Springfield Adult English Class
and the
Homework Club for Elementary Children

Here’s an opportunity to meet individuals from other countries and help them with their English fluency. The two
adult classes are large, and the teachers really appreciate having volunteers in the room to answer questions, help
with pronunciation and spelling, work in small reading groups, and offer a friendly welcome to Oregon.

The Homework Club is for children 7-13 years old. They work on their school homework and then do crafts, play
board games, or read to or with a volunteer. You are invited to bring books, games or cards that you could share
with the children for the evening. Individual help with math or reading can really make a difference to a child.

You can sign up for one evening and see if this program is a match for you. It is very helpful to have regular
volunteers.

Fall Semester: Tuesday & Thursdays 5:45-8:30 p.m.
Adult English classes—Springfield Middle School
1084 G Street

Homework Club—First Baptist Church of Springfield
1175 G Street
(across the street from Springfield Middle School)

Please sign up at church or contact Donna Samson (345-2783 or dmsamson@comcast.net) before going to the
classroom. Feel free to call if you have any questions.

Jubilee!

Jubilee! In the Christian tradition, Leviticus 25-26 calls for Jubilee, a periodic and complete overhaul of the
economy. Other faiths join Christians worldwide in seeking debt cancellation in the developing world, where “bad
faith” lending has pushed countries to take new loans or has loaned money to corrupt governments. These loans are
illegitimate, as the money never helped citizens but instead was often stolen by dictators and caused harm to
people and the environment.

On Sunday, October 18, our church will join millions of people around the world and “Stand Up” for debt
cancellation, which allows countries to use their own resources for poverty eradication. (For every dollar Africa
receives in aid, it pays $2.30 in debt service.) Debt cancellation works, and nations with forgiven debt are spending
freed-up resources on education, health, infrastructure, and access to water. For example, Zambia can now provide
free healthcare to all citizens in rural areas and hired 4,500 new teachers in 2005.

After church on October 18, learn more about Jubilee and support “Change Not Chains.” It would cost 40 cents per
U.S. resident to cancel the debt of up to 24 impoverished countries’ debts to the U.S. That’s a drop in the bucket!
(Bring 40 cents for your family to drop in that bucket.) Join a postcard campaign to urge legislators to support the
Jubilee Act before Congress. Learn about the VULTURE Funds Act, which would stop profiteering from poor
country debts at the expense of the world’s poorest nations.
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Trick or Treat for UNICEF

Once again this year our children and youth will have
the opportunity to Trick or Treat for UNICEF, the
annual Halloween campaign that empowers children and
youth in the U.S. to make a difference in the lives of
their peers around the globe. UNICEF was started by
kids 59 years ago, and since then over $148 million has
been collected to help change children’s lives. Thirty-
two cents can buy four boxes of crayons, ninety-three
cents can immunize two children against measles, $2.04
can buy four packets of ready-to-eat nutrition supple-
ments for children who are ill from lack of food, $25 can
provide a first aid kit, and $125 can supply woolen
blankets for 41 children. Be looking for a letter and a
UNICEF collection box from your child’s/youth’s
Sunday School class on October 18 and 25. Following
Halloween your child/youth may return their box to their
Sunday School class for collection. If you have
questions or need additional supplies, feel free to contact
Robin Francisco or the church office (345-8741).

FCC Fun Night
Pizza and Pumpkins
October 30

Join us for our FCC Intergenerational Fun Night on
Friday, October 30 from 6-8 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall, where we will eat dinner together (pizza and salad
will be served at 6 p.m., donation of $2.50/person or
$10/family) followed by pumpkin carving. Bring your
own pumpkin to carve (utensils, patterns, and candles
will be provided), and wear your friendly costume for
fun. All ages are welcome. If you have questions or
want to help, contact Robin Francisco or the church
office (345-8741).

Congregational Preschool
Breakfast

Everyone is invited to the Congregational Preschool’s
annual pancake breakfast on October 24. It will be held
in the Fellowship Hall from 8-10 am. Suggested
donations are $10-15 per family and $5 for a single
person. Come and have breakfast with our preschool
families!

Folk Art Fellowship

Glass vases become works of art with wire, beads,
and more!  Margaret Hadaway will join us on
Monday, October 26 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Clark
Room (atrium entrance) for our monthly Folk Art
Fellowship gathering. Affectionately called “playtime
for grown-ups,” this crafting session includes
instruction and supplies for a project that will be
completed that evening. You are also welcome to bring
a project (knitting, stitching, etc.) of your choice to
work on while others complete the group activity.

Please contact George Maddox or the church office
(345-8741) if you have any questions. Check the kiosk
upstairs for further information and/or to sign up. This
will help us in planning for supply needs, but signup is
not required. We want you to “drop by” as the creative
opportunity moves you on Monday, October 26.

New Membership Class

A new membership class will be forming in October.
Beginning October 18, the class will meet for five
Sunday mornings, from 9-10 a.m., and conclude
November 22 with a brunch and then joining the
church during the worship service. Please contact the
church office (345-8741) if you are interested or would
like further information.

Thanks for your
Book Donations

Many thanks to the children who helped fill the Book
Giver’s Barrel in Fellowship Hall this summer. The
children in the community who receive these books
often have none of their own. The barrel will be
moved to another location the second week in October.
Thanks for sharing! Marjorie Smith (687-9079)

Congregational Preschool
Openings

There are currently two openings in the Congrega-
tional Preschool for Tuesday-Thursday 3’s. If you are
interested, or know someone that is, please contact
Pastor Janet.
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October 18, 2009

Theme: “Gr e at
Mark 10:35-45
Job 38:1-7, (34-41)
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35¢
Hebrews 5;1-10

Serviceo

October 25, 2009

Theme: “Take Heart”
Mark 10:46-52
Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22)
Hebrews 7:23-28

November 1, 2009

Theme: “Wh er ever
Ruth 1:1-8
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:28-34

You Goo

November 8, 2009

Theme: “Ri sk and
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Psalm 127
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

Restorat

Adult Education

All classes begin at 9 a.m. Sunday morning
Clark Room—\Voyagers
A Bible study that uses the lectionary or sermon text of the
day.

Wheeler Room—*“Biblical
Christians”
An elementary introduction to the Bible.

Bearings for Bonehead

Beginning October 11
Peter Horn Lounge—*“Living the Questions”

A seven-part video/discussion series with topics including;:
A Kingdom without Walls Incarnation: Divinely Human
Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision
Prayer: Intimacy with God Creative Transformation
Compassion: The Heart of Jesus’ Ministry
Embracing Mystery

o October 18 at 11:00 a.m.
F?eﬂmon in the News
Come and explore stories of religion in the news. This group
will meet in the Wheeler Room following worship on
October 18.

Youth Ministry News

High School Youth gather each Sunday following
worship with Paul Simon and Haley Wilson to
explore community and questions of life and faith.
All high school age youth are encouraged to come!
This eight-week session will culminate in a retreat
on the beautiful Oregon Coast the weekend of
November 6-8. Contact Paul and Haley for more
information.

High School Parents!

We are looking for parents of high school students
willing to prepare snacks for Sunday morning
youth group. Call Haley if you are interested in
helping (852-2775).

Sunday Night Middle School Youth Group
Middle School youth continue to meet with Jessica
and Jose Marquez each Sunday evening at 7 p.m.
for fun and faith development. All youth grades 6-
8 are warmly encouraged to participate!

Fourth Grade Bible Presentation

On Sunday, October 18, all fourth graders will receive a
bible during worship. The following fourth graders (or
youth who have not received a bible) are set to receive
bibles: Grayson Druffel, Sophia Filip, llsa Frazer,
Alyssa Kennett, Connor Marsh, B.J. Sauter, and
Brenna Stramler. If your fourth grader’s name is not
listed, or if you have a youth who did not receive a bible
last year, please notify the church office (345-8741). We
don’t want anyone to miss out on this special opportunity.

Chi Rho Lecture Series
Begins October 23

This year’s Chi Rho Lecture Series will feature Dr. Amy-
Jill Levine and will be held October 23-25 at various loca-
tions. Her topic will be “Jesus Between Jews and Chris-
tians.” Dr. Levine is one of the top Jewish scholars on Je-
sus and the New Testament, describing herself as a
“Yankee Jewish feminist who teaches in a predominantly
Protestant divinity school in the buckle of the Bible Belt.”
If you are interested, check out the poster on the kiosk or
contact the church office (345-8741) for times and loca-
tions.
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About Our People

Please pray for those who grieve . . . the family and friends of Freeman Holmer, who died September 8 .
. . Betty Knox, whose brother died . . . Kwasi Diehl, who also lost his brother . . . Peggy Flinn, whose
brother-in-law died . . . Ginny Dunphy, whose father died . . . Tom Augustyniak, whose mother died.

And for those recently in the hospital . . . Julie Tarter, Kris Dodds, Mike Fales, Susan Flint and Judy
Lees.

Congratulations and blessings to . . . Mike Fales and Sherry Hunter, who were married on September
12 ... McKenna Morrigan & Marshall Clement, who were married on July 18.

Birthday blessings to . . . Edna Robertson, who will be 90 on October 24 . . . Jim Arthurs, who will be
93 on October 27.

Congratulations to . . . Brenda Cheatham, upon the birth of grandson Sampayo, who was born Septem-
beer 28 to Shelley and Carlos in Geneva, Switzerland.




