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                                                                           April 27, 2010 

ñWe are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church, seeking to live Jesusô vision of community and mission.ò 

 

Pentecost Offering to Benefit  

Brethren Community Serviceôs Afiya Housing 

Sunday, May 23 
 

It is FCCôs privilege to be a partner with Brethren Community Servicesða very small nonprofit 

ministry with a big heart and even bigger visionðto develop the property at 1072 Main in Springfield 

to provide safe, decent, affordable housing for populations in need.   Other partners in Brethren 

Community Services include the Eugene Mennonite Church, Springfield Church of the Brethren, 

ShelterCare, and mental health professionals.   
 

You may be familiar with the site near 10th and Main Streets.  It currently is the home of the 

Springfield Church of the Brethren, Brethren Housing (which is managed by ShelterCare), and Fair 

Trade on Main (a retail store). You may have noticed that there is quite a bit of vacant property on the 

site; unusual for a place so close to downtownðbut not for long. 
 

This summer, ground will be broken to construct a building to provide 16 apartment units that will 

safely house individuals with psychiatric illness.  The building is named ñAfiya Apartments,ò which is 

Swahili for wellness.  These apartments have been made possible by a federal grant to ShelterCare and 

contributions from BCS partners, including our church. ShelterCare will oversee construction and will 

also provide ongoing support to residents of the apartment complex once constructed. 
 

Now, what is a home without furnishings?  Our Pentecost Special Offering, to be received on May 24, 

will help provide basic, durable, comfortable furniture for residents and their visitors.  Imagine 

furnishings like sofas, bookcases, tables, coffee makers, chairs, and lamps that will transform this 

apartment complex into a cozy home . . . all possible through our Pentecost offering.   
 

And, what else will be happening on this site in the future?  The vision for Brethren Community 

Services is to build additional housing on the site, possibly with retail space, maybe a community 

center.  We will be busy with this ministry for years!  We are grateful for the opportunities for 

ministry provided by this important partnership with BCS.  Thank you for your generosity in taking 

the vision to the next step. 

 

Laurie Power, Mission Committee & BCS Board member 
 

Peace Village, June 28-July 2 
 

Peace Village planning is well underway, and many hands and hearts are needed to create the 

wonderful interfaith peace-building village in this, its eighth year.  We host an amazing diversity of 

families as we learn together the ways of peace through art, music, service, play, nonviolent conflict 

resolution, nature study, media literacy, yoga . . . and much more. There are still spaces available for 

children to participate (those who have completed 1st through 8th grades) and for young people to serve 

as group leaders (those who have completed 8th grade and older), as well as needs for volunteers.  In 

late May, look for inserts in the Sunday bulletin as to how you can help with food, art projects, lunch-

time supervision, and much more. In the meantime, Pastor Melanie is looking for a few enthusiastic 

people to help with registration, field trip organization, and volunteer coordination.  Any time you can 

share on these tasks would be deeply appreciated.  Contact Pastor Melanie if you can help 

(melanieo@fcceugene.org).   
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Joyful Noise Musicale 
 
On May 16 during our 10 a.m. worship service, our Joyful 

Noise Childrenôs Choir will present a musical ñCelebration 

of Godôs Gift of Creation.ò Singing songs which express our 

wonder and thankfulness for nature, the choir will also 

present poems, scriptures, and dancing.  Mark your 

calendars so you wonôt miss this very special Sunday 

morning experience! 

 

Directors Debi Noel and Jennifer Sellers cordially invite 

middle and high school students to join with the Joyful 

Noise choir for this presentation.  Anyone who is interested 

should contact Debi (dnoel@oakhillschool.net) or Jennifer 

(jrts57@hotmail.com). 

Computer use can be a pain, especially if you have 

rheumatoid arthritis, fibromyalgia or osteoarthritis. In a 2009 

study of 315 people with these conditions, an average of 80% 

reported discomfort from using computer equipment.   

 

Researchers at the University of Pittsburghôs School of 

Health and Rehabilitation Services offer these tips to make 

your workstation more comfortable. 

  

Chair: Adjust height so thighs are roughly parallel to the 

floor.  The seat should be at least an inch wider than your 

hips on either side, and short enough that you can sit back.  

Skip the armrests while typing.  
 

Monitor: Keep it at arm's length in front of you. Your eyes 

should align with a point 2-3 inches below the top of the 

screen. 
 

Keyboard: Keep it close to your body and below your 

elbows. Unless you frequently use the number keys on the 

right side, center the ñBò key in line with your body and the 

monitor. 
 

Mouse:  The key to comfort is a natural arm position, 

without causing an awkward bend in the wrists or fingers. 
 

Copy Holder: Avoid the neck strain of constantly looking 

down at papers, then looking back up at your monitor.  A 

paper stand (which may resemble a clipboard) keeps your 

reference materials at roughly the same height as your 

monitor. 
 

Whether you use the computer a little or a lot, hopefully 

some of these tips can make your time there more 

comfortable.   
 

Kathy Springate, 

Parish Nurse  
 

(Information from May-June 2010 edition of Arthritis Today) 

 
 

Lunch and Learn 
 

The final gathering of Lunch & Learn until fall will be held 

on Friday, May 21 at noon in the Wheeler Room.  Our 

speaker will be Kathy White , who will do a presentation on 

the Stove Team Project in Antigua, Guatemala.  The goal of 

the Stove Team is to set up local factories to build small, 

efficient, inexpensive stoves to replace open fires used in 

cooking the family meals.  The safety and health of the 

family is improved, the environment is helped by fewer 

emissions, and the women do not need to work so hard 

gathering fire wood.  Come hear more about the project and 

how it is helping Latin American countries.  Remember to 

bring a dish to share and join us for a short business meeting 

following the presentation to discuss ideas for the group. 

Still Speaking Continues! 
 

On Friday, April 16, the United Church of Christôs 

Stillspeaking Ministry launched a powerful new video spot 

on the Internet.  Unlike previous ad campaigns on network 

television, this one is powered by the connections and will 

of people like us: members of the UCC who can pass along 

the good news of Godôs all-embracing love!  The vision is 

that ñGod is Still Speakingò will sweep the Internet like a 

mighty wave ï reaching millions!  But only with our help. 
 

So hereôs what we do: 
 

Visit ucc.org or check your email for a special message 

offering a peek at Stillspeakingôs new, edgy Internet 

spot.  Watch it.  Let it sink in. 
 

Then share the link on Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, 

Linkedin, my UCC, your own blog, or other places where 

Internet dwellers will see it. 
 

Then send the link by email to family, friends, co-workers 

and church members, inviting them to watch and share with 

others. 
 

Now relax, knowing that, thanks to you and countless 

others, millions have received a counterculture message 

about a Stillspeaking God ï a word of inclusion, justice and 

welcome. 

        
 

Memorial Sunday Service 
 

It is our tradition to light a candle and toll the bell for each 

person within this church family who has died within the 

past year.  Please call the church office (541-345-8741) if 

you would like to light a candle for a loved one who has 

recently passed away.  The commemoration will be held 

during worship on May 30. 

Music Ministries 

Computer Errors 



 

Our El Salvador Partnership:  What's Happening Now? 
In recent months, the El Salvador Partnership working group has been busy working. We have started a weekly meeting to 

keep on top of all the exciting news and opportunities. Currently we have three big projects we are working on for the 

Island of Tasajera.  
 

One of these we discovered last year and may be a key to help the islanders protect and provide for their island. Turtles! 

Every year, hundreds of turtles come to lay their eggs on the beaches. This past year FUNZEL was funded by USAID to 

run a program on the coastal beaches of El Salvador to protect the eggs and prevent poaching. The people of the 

community, rather than selling the turtle eggs for food, are paid to protect the nests and eggs and then release the baby 

turtles when itôs time.  This grant runs out this year and we are working with ELAW (an international environmental 

organization based in Eugene) to help fund the continuation and possibly start an ecotourism program on the island as a 

way of having a self-sustaining fund for protecting the turtles.  
 

The second project we are working on is getting the people rights to their land so that tourism development wonôt displace 

the community. Victor, a very accomplished Salvadoran lawyer, has connected with the islanders to see what they want and 

how to go about getting them the titles to their land and conserving their island.   
 

And finally, we are trying to get Internet access on the island to support access to information for their health providers and 

the schools.  It will also make it easier for our community to communicate with theirs.  We will be holding an all-comers 

meeting later this spring for people who are interested in getting involved.  In the meantime, please support the Turtle 

Project by purchasing Beneficio coffee on Sunday mornings!  

                                                                                                                                                            Erika Johnson 

Pastor Melanie's note:   

Another very exciting development is that Erika Johnson and Maia Watkins , both 9th graders at South Eugene High 

School, have begun a FCC ñsocial justice internshipò to support the work of this partnership.  Working with the Partnership 

Working Group and with me, the girls have begun the important work of further organization and development of this 

exciting relationship with our Salvadoran friends.  
 

You will be hearing more about their work in the upcoming months.  Both girls have been involved with this partnership 

since the beginning (and even before) and are excited to take more leadership and responsibility for its development, while 

developing their leadership skills.  What a blessing to our congregation and to our partners in El Salvador! 

SHALOM  

Proposed Bylaw Changes 
 

The Church Board has been hard at work re-evaluating our 

Mission Statement and Covenant.  It has been useful in 

financial planning to ensure we are carrying out our church 

priorities.  We invite you to join board members and staff at 

an after-church meeting on June 6 for discussion in 

preparation for our Congregational Meeting on June 13.  

(Changes to the bylaws must be approved by the 

congregation.) 

 

The current Mission Statement is in Article II of our by-

laws.  It reads as follows: ñThis Church acknowledges a 

calling by God to be a Christian Church, seeking to live 

Jesusô vision of community and mission.ò 

 

We propose to change the Mission Statement to seven 

words, ñWelcoming, seeking, loving, serving in Christian 

community.ò  Weôd like to add to the Covenant, ñWe are an 

open and affirming, progressive Christian church seeking to 

live Jesusô vision of inclusive community and mission.ò 

 

There will be more information available in the lobby and 

on our website.   Please join us following worship on June 6 

for further discussion of these changes. Thank you for your 

prayerful consideration. 

Spring Meeting  

of the Congregation 
Sunday, June 13  

In the Fellowship Hall after Worship 
 

The agenda of the Spring Congregational meeting will 

include: the election of Church Board members, as well as 

a Moderator and Vice-Moderator of the congregation; a 

vote on a proposed language change in the bylaws describ-

ing our mission as a church (see article opposite); a mid-

year budget report; a report from the Church Foundation; 

the presentation of the annual Foundation scholarship; and 

the Moderatorôs report.  
  

Church Board Vacancy 
We have one vacancy on the Church Board that needs to 

be filled.  The Board meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month from 5-7 p.m. and provides spiritual and missional 

leadership on behalf of the congregation.  Potential board 

members must have had previous church committee, task 

force, or other leadership experience, and have the en-

dorsement of three other First Congregational Church 

members.  If you are interested, please contact Don Essig 

or Pastor Greg for a nomination form. 
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