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ñWe are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church, seeking to live Jesusô vision of community and mission.ò 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Palm SundayðMarch 28 

Traditional Childrenôs Parade of Palmsð10 a.m. Worship Service 

Joyful Noise Choir participates in worship 

One Great Hour of SharingðSpecial Offering 

Maundy ThursdayðApril 1  

Service with Holy Communionð7 p.m. 

(Childcare available) 

Good Friday ï April 2  

Prayer VigilsðSanctuaryð6 a.m.- 6 p.m. 

Labyrinth in the Chapel 

Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

Wednesday evening, 6-8 p.m. 

Friday, 6 a.m.-6 p.m.  

 

Easter Sunday Schedule 
 

April 4  

Worship Services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Easter Morning Activities and Fellowship Hourð10 a.m. 

 

PreK-K (ages 5 and younger): meet in the Chapel (upstairs) 

1st -3rd graders:  meet in the 1st-3rd grade classroom (upstairs) 

4th-6th graders:  meet in the 4th-6th grade classroom (upstairs) 

7th Graders ï High School: meet in the Sojourners classroom (upstairs) 

Adults:   gather for coffee hour in Fellowship Hall (downstairs) 

 

The morningôs events unfold a bit differently on Easter Sunday, with two worship services 

and special childrenôs events.  There will be no education classes.  Childcare will be provided 

for infants through age five (kindergarten) during both services. 
 

 

Volunteers Needed for Egg Hunt Supplies  

and Easter Morning Childcare 
CandyéDonations of wrapped candy are needed for the Easter morning children and youth 

activities and may be dropped off at the church office by March 31. 
 

KidséAssistance with childcare (nursery and preschool areas) is needed for Easter Sunday, 

April 4.  This care is provided for both worship services, 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.  If you want 

some warm hugs and happy energy, please call Robin Francisco or the church office (345-

8741) to volunteer. 



 

SHALOM  SHALOM  

 

Music for the Easter Season 
 
On Palm Sunday a joint anthem by Joyful Noise and the 

Ensemble called ñHosanna in the Highestò will be 

presented. The Junior Bell Choir will play in the service as 

well. Easter Sunday we will hear a choir and bell 

processional, as well as anthems from each of these choirs. 

 

In April there will be two opportunities for all comers to 

sing. On Easter Sunday, April 4, all who wish to join in the 

singing of Handelôs ñHallelujah Chorusò are invited to come 

to the chancel at the close of the service to participate in our 

traditional close of the Easter Sunday service. On April 18 

the THIRD SUNDAY choir will present ñOn Eagleôs 

Wingsò during worship. Come to the choir loft for rehearsal 

at 9 a.m. that morning to learn this anthem based on a 

familiar tune. 

Walk the Labyrinth  

during Holy Week 
The labyrinth is an ancient spiritual tool, used by humanity 

for thousands of years and found on every inhabited 

continent.  The labyrinth knows no geographical or 

ideological boundaries.  Pilgrims and seekers of all kinds use 

the labyrinth for prayer and meditation, for healing, centering 

and calming. 

 

A labyrinth is different from a maze in that it has a single 

path.  Since there is only one path, there are no choices to be 

made, only the decision to enter the labyrinth.  This gently 

meandering path leads the walker to the center and back out 

again. 

 

Our labyrinth will be in the Chapel during Holy Week.  It 

will be available after worship on Palm Sunday; Monday 

through Thursday (8:30- 4:30); Wednesday night (6-8 p.m.); 

and on Good Friday (6 a.m. to 6 p.m.). There will be music to 

play on CD if you choose.  Please remember to remove shoes 

before using and no food or drink in the Chapel.   

 

 

Easter Memorials 
There is still time to participate in an opportunity to honor 

your loved ones through a donation to the First Congrega-

tional Church Foundation.  Forms will be available on the 

upstairs lobby table on Sunday, March 28.  The deadline to 

turn them in is Monday, March 29.  These gifts, of any size, 

will be acknowledged in a bulletin insert on Easter Sunday. 

 

 

Mission Statement  

Conversations 
 

The Mission Committee and Board members met last fall to 

review our mission statement in preparation for budget 

planning.  Our board would like you to know that it is 

considering the following revision of our mission statement 

to reflect who we currently are at FC-UCC.  Our goal is to 

create a statement of seven-nine words that all of us can 

know in our hearts and recite verbally, using it to guide our 

decisions and actions in our church work. 

 

ñWelcoming, seeking, loving, serving in Christian 

community.ò 

We are First Congregational United Church of Christ. 

 

Work will continue this spring, and weôd like to have 

conversations with you, our church members, about this 

important statement.  

 

Mary Nyquist Koons for the Board 

Andrea Heid, Micki Shirey, Jim Brown, Janet Scott 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
  
Since the news first arrived of the devastating earthquakes 

in Haiti and Chile, our community has been giving 

generously to disaster relief through our Church World 

Service One Great Hour of Sharing fund, which provides 

disaster relief and long-term development and recovery 

aid.  It is our tradition to receive this offering on Palm 

Sunday, March 28, and we will do the same this year, 

realizing that we have given our gifts along the Lenten 

journey as the urgent needs of our sisters and brothers have 

been known to us.  So we will continue to give our gifts on 

Palm Sunday, and give thanks for the Giver who teaches us 

the way of compassion and generosity.  If you havenôt 

already given a gift for OGHS, please consider doing so on 

Palm Sunday. 

 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Join your church family during Holy Week for the Maundy 

Thursday Service on April 1 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary.  

Through music, words, prayer, and silence we journey with 

Jesus through the events of Holy Week.  This powerful, 

reflective service is an important part of our spiritual 

preparation for Easter.  Childcare is available. 

 

 

Good Friday Prayer Vigils 
 

On Friday, April 2, we will have a constant vigil of prayer 

in the Sanctuary from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 

You may participate by signing up in the lobby for a 30-

minute time period.  Devotional materials will be available. 

 

Music Ministries 



 

Night Shelter Wrap-Up 
 

During the two-week Interfaith Night Shelter this faith 

community provided meals, shelter and childrenôs activities 

and offered warm-hearted table fellowship for nine families 

(27 people).  As our guests departed for the next site, each 

one in his or her own way expressed a deep sense of 

gratitude for the welcome they received here and for the 

ways in which this community made them feel at home.  

Indeed, this is a giving congregation.   

 

A thousand thanks to those who served this ministry through 

donations, time, and prayers.  Your willing hands and open 

hearts, mixed with a generous helping of grace, made it all 

possible. 

 

We wish to thank especially Jim and Jane Brown, Tina 

Gryc, Peggy Bellinger, Greg Howard, Rick Mowday, 

Amy and Dennis Johnson and family, Betty Holst, the 

Boettcher family, Carol Faller, Marsha Miller, Jim 

Anderson, Blair Irvine, Gil Hulin, Terri Brown, Laurie 

Swanson-Gribskov and Pete Gribskov, and Ian Boyd for 

the extra time they gave and for maintaining cool heads and 

warm hearts under trying conditions. 

 

Sara Burant & Ann Fidanque 

Shelter Coordinators 

 
 

Pastor Janetôs Sabbatical  

Begins April 5 
 

Janet Scott begins her Board-approved, three-month 

sabbatical the day after Easter.  The 11 a.m. service on 

Easter will include a special blessing of Janet and this 

needed time away for rest, study, reflection, and being a new 

grandmother. In her absence a variety of congregation 

members will be taking on additional responsibilities for 

worship, leadership, teaching, and caring ministry. The 

sabbatical provides an opportunity for our church to 

demonstrate that ministry is what all church members 

do.  We will miss Janet, even as we bless this sabbatical time 

away.  We will look forward to her return on July 5, even as 

we each recommit to doing our part to nurture our life 

together.   

 

 
 

Womenôs Fellowship Group 
 

The Womenôs Fellowship Group will meet on Sunday, April 

11 at 7 p.m. in the Wheeler Room.  They will watch part of 

the movie ñBucket Listò and then each person will be given 

time to work on their own ñbucket listò (the 100 important 

things youôd like to do before you die).  There will be time 

for sharing, and refreshments will be served.  All women of 

the church are invited to attend. 

SHALOM  

That's My Farmer 
 

Lane County is blessed with an abundance of arable land, 

a long growing season, and many farmers committed to 

sustainable practices on small farms.  You simply canôt 

visit one of our weekly farmerôs markets or a farm stand 

without having your spirits lifted by the sense of love 

emanating from the beautiful array of colors, textures, 

aromas, and by the farmersô commitment to providing our 

wider community with really good food.  What a joy!   

 

In response to this abundance and in support of the small 

farmers who serve and preserve the land, 15 faith 

communities join to sponsor That's My Farmer .  This 

yearôs annual kick-off event takes place on Wednesday, 

April 14, 6-8:30 p.m. at First United Methodist Church 

(13th and Olive).  The suggested donation of $5/person 

or $10/family supports the low-income fund which allows 

farms to provide food boxes to those who can least afford 

fresh food.  
 

The re-structured event features opportunities to deepen 

your connection to 15 local farms. Learn directly from 

farmers about topics such as: preserving food and farm 

land, raising and processing vegetables and chickens, 

building a greenhouse, seed starting and working with 

draft horses.  You will be able to sign up for CSA's 

(Community Supported Agriculture, in which participants 

buy farm shares up-front in exchange for weekly food 

boxes throughout the growing season).  As well, farmer 

bucks will be sold and can be used at participating farms 

in lieu of cash at the weekly market stands.  The event 

features music, raffle prizes, and a soup supper provided 

by Marche restaurant.  Tom Bettman, OSU Extension 

Master Gardener, will teach a workshop on urban 

gardening, but space in the workshop is limited so please 

register with Lorna Baldwin (541-683-1155) if you wish 

to attend. 

 

Give the Gift of Sight by  

Donating Used Eyeglasses 
 

The Lions Club International collects used eyeglasses for 

distribution to needy people in impoverished nations.  The 

Eugene Downtown Lions have received approval from this 

church to place a collection box in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Lion Jim Newton, a member of this church, will 

collect the glasses and sort them for later distribution to the 

needy.  In addition to eyeglasses, you may also place used 

hearing aids and cell phones in the box. 

 
 

Lunch and Learn 
 

Come to the monthly potluck called Lunch and Learn.  

This month we will meet on Friday, April 16, at noon in 

the Wheeler Room.  After lunch, Sara Burant will speak 

to the group about her poetry. 
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Celebrating our  

annual ñbirthday partyò 

for our wisdom  

& wonder-filled  

members 


