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ñWe are an open and affirming, progressive Christian church, seeking to live Jesusô vision of community and mission..ò 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Palm Sunday, March 28 
 

In Jesusô last conversation with the disciples after his resurrection, he repeated the 

same message three times: ñIf you love me, take care of the people I love.ò Jesus had 

given up everything to care for ordinary people. He called on his followers to now 

make a tangible difference in the lives of others (John 21:15-17).   
 

As followers of Jesus, we too are called to care and compassion for others.  Our gift 

to One Great Hour of Sharing, to be received on Palm Sunday, March 28, is an 

activity of tending Godôs flock throughout the world. Our gifts brings shelter, food, 

water, and medical supplies to disaster survivors. Our gifts help refugees find safe 

shelter and begin to build new lives. Our gifts aid impoverished communities in 

securing dependable sources of food and clean water. And our gifts help provide 

medical care and education that strengthen bodies and minds and create brighter 

futures.  
 

Remember the feeding of the 5,000? The disciples thought their resources could 

never meet the peopleôs great need. Yet the followers of Jesus gave sacrificially from 

what they had ð and through Godôs blessing, their gifts created a miracle for all. So 

may we live our love for the Good Shepherd by responding with love and generosity 

and be a  part of a new miracle of sharing.   
 

Some facts about OGHS: 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider Mission, is the special 

mission offering of the United Church of Christ that carries Godôs message of love 

and hope to people in more than eighty countries. In addition to the above, OGHS 

also supports domestic and international ministries for disaster preparedness and 

response.  FCCôs gifts to aid the survivors of the earthquake in Haiti went to OGHS.  
 

Nine Christian denominations work together to develop common promotional 

materials, thereby sharing ideas, costs, and a commitment to faithful service.  
 

More than 60 percent of the UCCôs offering supports international development 

initiatives, including annual support for approximately six missionaries working in 

health care, education, and agricultural development. Gifts are also used for refugee 

and immigration advocacy and assistance, and disaster and refugee related volunteer 

initiatives.  

 

Please give generously as we receive this offering on Palm Sunday, March 28. 
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Folk Art Fellowship   

ñClay Creaturesò in March 
 
Creating with Clay ï join us for our March 29 gathering 

to create ornaments with clay, which will be glazed and 

fired following our creative moment.  Clay, wire 

hangers, and instructions will be provided.  Bring your 

friends to our monthly creative moment . . . all are 

welcome! And no prior experience with clay is 

necessary.  You can find further details on the kiosk in 

the lobby, or you may contact the church office (345-

8741). 
 

 

Stewardship Update 
 

We are currently at 332 pledges toward our goal of 350.  

If you havenôt had an opportunity to turn in your pledge 

card, please do so and help us reach our goal! 
 

 

 
 

Spring Cleanup of the 

Church Grounds 
 

 

 

Bring your rakes, hoes, brooms, and work gloves and 

join us as we hold our annual spring cleanup of the 

church grounds on Saturday, March 20.  We will gather 

at 9 a.m. (coffee and donuts provided) and work until 12 

noon.  You are welcome to come for any part or all of 

the morning. 

Singing Opportunities 
SINGERS, here are your opportunities to participate in 

the musical life of the church during the Lenten and 

Easter Season: 

 

On March 21 the THIRD SUNDAY CHOIR will be 

presenting an anthem during 10 a.m. Sunday worship. 

All who are interested in singing will meet at 9 a.m., 

March 21, in the sanctuary choir loft, to learn the 

anthem, ñWalk Together Children.ò This easy anthem 

will be presented during worship. NO EXPERIENCE 

NEEDED! The only requirement is to attend the 9-

9:45 a.m. rehearsal to learn the arrangement of this 

wonderful spiritual. 

 

Easter Sunday all are welcome to join in the singing of 

Handelôs ñHallelujah Chorusò at the close of each 

worship service (9 and 11 a.m.). There is no rehearsal. 

You are invited to come forward during the singing of 

the last hymn to get music and find your place on the 

chancel platform and stairs. 

From the Library . . . 
 

Sexuality and gender are things we all have to deal with 

every day.  Do you need help with the daily issues?  Stop 

at the library cart in the upstairs lobby (next to the 

fireplace) on Sunday, March 14.  It will contain a 

sampling of the books about these issues that can be 

found on the east wall of our library.  You may borrow 

the book of your choice for a month simply by signing 

the card in the back of the book and leaving it in the box 

on the library counter. 

Congregational Preschool News 
 

It is nearing registration time for next yearôs classes!  

Church members have priority in this process and may 

register March 1-5 for children who will be two by 

September 1 through four years old.  Open registration 

is March 8-12.  Registration forms will be available in 

the church office. 

 

The Pizza Dinner and Auction is the big annual 

fundraiser for the preschool.  It will be held on Friday, 

March 12 in Fellowship Hall. There will be dinner for 

the entire family, games and entertainment for 

children, and auction items for bids.  All are welcome! 
 

 

Lunch and Learn 
 

Everyone is invited to this monthly fellowship.  It is an 

opportunity to enjoy a potluck lunch with new and old 

friends and learn a little more about someone in our 

church family. They may share about a church 

program, travels, or their work in the community.  We 

have so many fascinating people!  Come and find out 

for yourself! 

Music Ministries 



 

      Easter Memorials 
 

In celebration of the Easter season of Love and 

Remembrance, there is once again an opportunity for 

you to honor the loved ones in your lives.  As a 

memorial or a gesture of gratitude, you can make a 

donation to the church Foundation, which helps 

provide a lasting legacy for First Congregational 

Church.  These gifts, of any size, will be acknowledged 

in a bulletin insert on Easter Sunday. 

 

Below is a dedication form which can be placed in the 

offering plate or mailed to the church office.  You can 

also make arrangements for your donation by 

contacting the church office (345-8741). 
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Dates for your Calendar 

Palm SundayðMarch 28 

Traditional Childrenôs Parade of Palms 

Joyful Noise Choir participates in worship 

One Great Hour of SharingðSpecial Offering 

Maundy ThursdayðApril 1  

Service with Holy Communionð7 p.m. 

(Childcare available upon request) 

Good Friday ï April 2  

Prayer VigilsðSanctuaryð6 a.m.- 6 p.m. 

 

During Holy Week, the labyrinth will be set up in the 

Chapel and open for use during church office hours 

(8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)  It will also be available on 

Wednesday night, March 31 from 5-8 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday ScheduleðApril 4  

Worship Services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Easter Morning Activities and Fellowship Hourð10 

a.m. 

 

Volunteers Needed for Egg 

Hunt Supplies  

and Easter Morning Childcare 
 
CandyéDonations of wrapped candy are needed for 

the Easter morning children and youth activities and 

may be dropped off at the church office by March 31. 

 

KidséAssistance with childcare (nursery and pre-

school areas) is needed for Easter Sunday, April 4.  

This care is provided for both worship services, 9 

a.m. and 11 a.m.  If you want some warm hugs and 

happy energy, please call Robin Francisco or the 

church office (345-8741) to volunteer. 

 

 

Candle Lighters Needed 
 
In order to continue to involve youth in our worship 

service, a signup sheet is posted on the kiosk in the 

lobby for candle lighters at the beginning of worship.  

Younger children (with the participation of their par-

ents or another adult), as well as youth are encour-

aged to sign up.  Training will be provided, so come 

and be a part of our worship service.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Robin Francisco or the 

church office (345-8741). 

Easter Sunday Bulletin Insert 

DEDICATION FORM 
 
To dedicate a gift to the FCC Foundation for the Easter 

Sunday Bulletin Insert, place this completed form in the 

offering plate or mail it to the church office (cash or 

check payable to FCC Foundation).  The Deadline is 

March 29 
 

__ Cash                __ Check             

 

Total Gift Amount $_______ 

 

Information for the Dedication Bulletin  

 

Donor Name (s)

___________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________ 

 

Phone __________________________ 

 

___ In Memory of... 

___ In Honor of... 

___ In Gratitude for... 

 
Name(s) 
________________________________________  

       

       

 
Form can be mailed to:  

First Congregational Church  

1050 E. 23rd 

Eugene, OR  97405 
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